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PREFATORY NOTH, 


oe 


- Tue work of witch this is a translation wa. published in 
the Marathi language at Bombay about two years ago. 
It has been warmly welcomed wherever that tanguage 
is spoken. It seems desirable to supply an Knglish 
rendering for the sake of Indian Students of English. 


I may, of course, be biassed in my opinion of the merits 
of a book containing the autobiography of one who 
has, for many years, been connected with me by very 
endearing ties ; but it certainly does appear to me that the 
work is full of most valuable’ information, conveyed in 
a traly excellent spirit. : 


‘There is at this moment a terrible unrest in the mind of 
educated Tndia. Will this honest and earnest narrative 
not serve to lead some that are tempest-tossed and like 
to suffer shipwreck, to seek the one snre haven: of refuge ? 


T comply with the request of Mr. Padmanji in editing 
and carrying the work through the press; but I hasten to 
explain what my duty as editor has amounted to. I have 
most scrupulously -abstained from interfering with the 
sentiments expressed, The book contains Indian sentiment 
from beginning to end ; nothing is seen through European 

_ Spectacles. The notes that have been added here and 
‘there ate simple explanations of Indian words and things. 


1890. J. MURRAY MITCHELL. 


: a 

Nore to Iyptan Epition.—A short paragraph, liable to. be 
misunderstood, has been omitted in the Incian repri=t. On home- 
recommendation, the title, “ Oxcz Hinot -Now Uanistian, has abo 
been altered. , 
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XXXVILK 10° 


CHAPTER I. 


- BIRTH AND PAMILY CIRCUMSTANCES. 


My parents belonged to the caste of the Kasérs or braziers. 
They were rich and respectable. Some of our ancestors 
were the recognised heads of the Kasér community. My 
paternal grandfather was a jeweller. He had a large 
establishment in Bombay, and had commercial dealings 
principally with the city of Surat. Another of my paternal 
apcesators was reckoned among the wealthiest men of Bom- 
bay, and commanded much respect both from the Govern- 
ment and the general public. { remember seeing, when I 
was a boy, a relative of mine, who must then have been 
upwards of eighty years of age, of whom | was told that he 
had held the important office of interpreter at the Court of 
the Peshwas (Maratha sovereigns) at Poona. He knew 
English, besides several Indian languages. He took the 
fall of the Maratha Government so much to heart that his 
reason was affected. He then spent all his time in sending 
letters to the British authorities, in which he demanded a 
full account of the treasures that had belonged to his 
former masters. ‘The benevolent English Government dealt 
-kindly with the faithful man, and offered him a pension. 
This he refused; neither would he allow his wife to 
accept it. : 
My father’s name was Padmanji Manakji. He was a 
graduate of the Engineering School of Colonel Jervis, an®” 
held an appointment in the Public Works Department of 
Government. He spent most of his time at Belgaum, ~ 
town 200 miles to the sonth of Poosa. It was the head- 
quarters of the Collector, and also en important military 
station, 7 
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I was bern in the town of Belgaum in the year 1821, 
and spent, in it the first sixteen years of my life. We lived 
.in-a very comfortable style. My father, who was in the 
receipt of a large salary, surrounded himself with many of 
the comforts ard. some of the luxuries of life. We occupied 
a large house, which had been improved by the artistic 
skill of my father, and had a pretty garden in front. The 
front verandah was used for receiving male visitors. It 
was furnished with comfortable seats and lights; and a 
large lamp of Chinese manufacture was lit every night at 
the top of the gate. Our garden was invaded at night, or 
~-early in the morning, by people in the neighbourhood, who 
stripped it of the pretty flowers which formed its glory. 
They did this in order to adorn the heads of their idols, 
Of course, they committed these thefts when we were 
asleep ; but they had no notion of the criminality of their 
conduct. The Hindu believes that a religious motive 
justifies an immoral action. . 
We lived in @ street which was inhabited chiefly by 
Brahmans. Socially we had little in common with them. 
They were exclusive and superstitious, and would not allow 
us to enter their houses or touch any household article. 
We sometimes drew water from their wells ; but we had to 
use our own bucket and rope, for fear of defiling theirs by 
our touch, Ifa Brahman woman came to our house, she 
sat on a separate wooden stool, and not onthe same mat or 
carpet with our women; and the haladkunku,* which is 
offered to female visitors, was presented to them from 
a distance. It was never moist, but always quite dry; for 
the presence of water in any article unfits it for general - 
use, We were sometimes invited to dinner by the Brah- 
mans ; but we were not allowed to sit in the same row with 
them, nor were our plates removed by their women. The 
Rrahmans assert their sanctity in everything, and their 
loftiest pretensions are meekly submitted to by the castes 

~heneath them. aA : 
We were put to much inconvenience in various respects 
..by our proximity to the Brahmans. We could not freely 

~ Powder‘rabbed on vneir forelcds by married women.— Edit. 
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félow our own tastes in regard to food and drizik. .The 

rules of our caste allowed us the use of. mutton, fowls, and_ 
fish ; but these articles were extremely obnoxious to our 

neighbours, We did not like to offend tem, and had 

therefore recourse to various expedients. In referring to 

such things, we employed a peculiar phraseology, and used 

either English words, or others which had been coined on 

purpose. Fish were called “ water-beans,” and mutton 

“ved vegetable ;” prawns were hououred with the religions 

name of “ Shiva biscuits.” We burned flour in the fireplace 

when mutton was cooking, that its flavour might not be- 
perceived by people outside. Such articles as these were 

bronght from the market with the utmost secrecy. I well 

remember how, at a much later time, I was pursued by a 

crowd of Brahmans, who took me for oue of vacir own 

caste, for having gone to the meat-market, until their minds 

were disabused by the loud expostulations of my com- 

panions, uttered in a non-Brahmanical dialect. 

We were lavish in our charity to the Brahinans. Every 
morning my grandfather gave them vice; also flour to the 
ascetics, and handfuls of grain tu inferior beggars. Religi- 
ous mendicants of » higher class used to get a plateful of 
vice aud some money. here were always large presents in’ 
cash—still larger ones on festive occasions; and subscrip- 
tion lists often came to us for the assistance of those who | 
were considered respectable mendicants. Some of these 
last practised most disreputable tricks in. order to extract 
money, and this without the least sense of shame, They 
would go about with some borrowed costly garment on, 
and pretending that it had been presented to them, would. 
induce not a few wealthy people to bestow similar gifts. 
My dear mother was often deceived in this way. 

We worshipped not only the Brahmans, but also numer 
ous idols, both at home and in the temples. There was a 
room kept apart for our household gods, and every growns 
up member of the family worshipped them every morning, 
after le had performed his ablutions.. One of ug performed 
the principal piji (ceremony), whic was of an elanorate, 
kind. Hoe washed the gods, which were mostly images of 
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brass and stone, only a few being of gold and silver. He 

then carefully wiped them dry, and daubed each image. 
separately with sandal-woad pigment, rice, and scent. They 

were then repiized in the shrine and adorned with flowers. 

If the worshipper had an esthetic turn of mind, he arranged 

the flowers-with no small care and skill. After the gods 

had been put back in their places, they were offered either 

cooked or uncooked food, chiefly the former. No Hindu 

takes his morning meal without first offering some portion of 

it to the images. During worship lights were lit, camphor 
-and incense burnt, aud the family bell was rung. 

Our family deity was the goddess Kalika. She was 
honoured with Shakta rites.* My grandfather himself 
performed them, as he had been formally initiated into the 
Shakta mysteries; and every evening he offered liquor to 
the goddess. On special occasions the worship continued 
long, and was attended by people from the town, The 
rules of caste were then entirely set aside; Brahmans 
and Shudras feasted side by side on flesh and liquor. I 
once went to such a feast at the house of a Brahman who 
laid claim to great sanctity, but had a Kunbi or Shudra 
woman in his keeping. She was worshipped that evening 
asa goddess. Whenever any learned Brahman scholar or 
a person holding the Shakta tenets came to Belgaum, he 
was invited by my grandfather to our house, and enter- 
tained in the fashion aforesaid. Even Shankaracharya, a 
sort of pope,t was presented with English liquor and dainty 
dishes of flesh, if he was understood to be a Shakta. 

The people of our caste observe certain rules of_ 
ceremonial purity, aud they adhere to them as tenaciously 
as the Brahmans do to their more complicated system. 
They will not eat in the morning until they bave bathed 
‘and worshipped the gods ; and they wear either woollen 
or silken garments when taking their meals. They employ 


™* Bee note at the end. | — 
¢ Shankaricharya was a-great religious teacher, who flourished more 
than.a thousand years ago ; but the name is still claimed by severul persons 
whe pfofess to be his su cessors. The personage referred to in the text 
lives at Shankeswar, in che Belga™‘ district. He exercises very great 
authority arsong most cf the Maratha people.—Edit. - 
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servants of a lower caste than their own, such as the Kunbi, 
to work in the honse or to fetch water for their use; but 
they do not allow them to enter their kitchen or the room 
jn which the gods are worshipped. They <b not téuch a 
barber after they have bathed ; nor do they use fresh clothes 
brought by the washerman, nor a new pair of shoes purchased 
from a shoemaker, until they have subjected the articles to 
purification, A little sprinkling of water purifies the clothes, 
and a blade of grass cast ou them from a distance removes 
the defilement of the shoes. Mahars and other low castes 
are never touched, and their very shadow is avoided as. 
polluting. 

I may mention that my mother was very devout, strictly 
observing the fasts and feasts enjoined by the Hinda 
religion, She regularly worshipped the family god, and 
cireumambulated the tulasi* and pipal trees the prescribed 
number of times. She also visited the temples. I was 
often present at her devotions in the house as well as in the 
temples, and her piety made a deep impression on my tmind, 
My early notions of Hindu rites aud ceremonies were 
obtained from her. My father’s devotions were not so ardent, 
put he was not indifferent to religion. He carefully read 
the Gita in its Marathi version,t and usually took it with 
him to the country. He not only read it there, but wor- 
shipped it iv the place of the gods he had left at home ; and 
he put it under his pillow at night that he might dream of 
gods and saints, and not be disturbed by evil spirits and 
bad dreams. 


© Tulasi is Ocymum sanctum, or holy basil, The shrabis much venerated 
by Hindus. Pipa? is a species of fig-tree-—the-Wicus religiosa.— uit, 2 

+ The Bhagavad-Gita (ve. the Lord’s Sorg) ia a philosophico-religicua 
poem in Sanskrit, which has very powerfuliy affected the more modern 
developments of Hindu thought. There is en elaborate commentary on __ 
the Gita, written in Marathi verse, by the learmed Brahman poet Bnyéngh*— 
about 600 years age. It has long tea, and stil is, very popular amung the 
Maratha people. This is the work referred to.—Zdjt, _ - ~ 





6 “BABA PADMANJI. 


CHAPTER II. | 


EARLY TRAINING. 


I was sent at an early age to the Government Vernacular 
School at Belganm, which had been established in 1830. 
It met in a long building without any separate compartments 
for holding the different classes, There was but one door, 
so that the arrangements both for light and ventilation 
were very defective. It had scanty school furniture, and, 
4_ the absence of a clock, the time of the lessons was 
determined by the shadow of the sun. The pupils did not 
briog their own slates; these were supplied by the school. 
Thitr plates of tin generally served for this purpose. They 
were written upon with ink. Square wooden boards were 
also used, on which fine sand was spread, and fingers were 
employed as pens. ‘The instruction imparted was of the 
most elementary kind, and the: manner of communicating 
it was extremely imperfect. Something of geography, 
ammar, and arithmetic was taught in the highest class, 
esides the multiplication table. Some time was devoted 
to the reading of manuscripts... Yet it must be acknowled- 
ged that the school-books then in use were very attractive. 
Even the treatise on geography was not dry or dull, rick 
only. in abstract rules and formidable names. It was 
composed in the form of a dialogue, and the first book of 
the kind that I got as a prize made quite an era in my 
life. When I first obtained it, I read it several times over, 
and showed it to every one I came across. ‘I'he arguments 
in it for the spherical form of the earth, and the explanation 
of the theory of eclipses, disclosed new truths to me, and 
completely banished from my mind the notion that the 
earth was flat and of the shape of a pipal leaf. The book 
had beautiful maps, which were painted in different 
“eolours ; and I remember how I used to repeat the famous 
saying of Ranjit Singh (‘the Lion of the Panjib’”), “Sab lal 
-—ho jaega’’—“ All will become red.” He used to say this as 
ne pointed to the rel bordexs-of the British territory on 
_ the map of India. An. old gentleman reading the name 
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of Austria on the map of Europe, solemnly declared: that 
it was a country wholly inhabited by women (Striya, 
Austria), and told many frightful stories about them.* My 
poor grandfather was quite ill with fright-Wwhen some one 
assured him that Aden, to which my father had been 
transferred, was in the vicinity of this dreadful Austria. 
Unfortunately, Aden, which had not then assumed the 
importance it did afterwards, was not marked on the map. 
Besides the book of geography, there was another ore 
which proved most profitable to me. It was a popular 
treatise on morals, and its brief sententious precepts deeply 
impressed themselves upon my mind. We had simply to 
commit them to memory, for we received no explanation 
or exhortation on the subject. I learnt the whole of it by 
heart, and some of its teachings are still quite fresh in 
my memory—such as, “ Fear God and honour the King rae 
“God is merciful ;? “It is He to whom we are indebted 
for what we possess ;” ‘God is the judge of the world, 
and He punishos transgressors,” &c. - 

The modes of punishment practised in the school were 
sometimes cruel; and the authority of the teacher was 
always upheld by severe discipline. The juvenile delin- 
quents were hung up by the hands tied together ; or they 
were made to stoop, snd a number of wooden boards were 
piled up on their backs. Sometimes the infliction was 
different ; the boys were made to hold their ears with both 
hands, and then rise and sit down several times in-rapid 
succession. If this was considered too light a punishment, 
the culprit had to press his thumb on the ground aud lift 
up one leg, and then bow down, throwing the whole weight 
of the body forward upon the poor thumb alone. 

My teacher was an indolent, pleasure-loving man, who 
spent the afternoon in chewing betel and playing chess in 
a neighbour’s house. He sometimes came to our house to 
drink tea, though it was against the rules of his caste fo” 
o so.. One day the Collector happened to visit the school, 
and the teacher was fined for absence, as he wes engaged _ 

¥ = ee 


—. 





* Scriyé in Sanskrit and Marathimeans wamen,—Hdit. _ 


8 -BABA PADMANSI. 


at the time in a game of chess at his usual place of resort. 
-He was, however, indulgent to me, and put me in the 
highest class to please my father, although I was deficient 
in everything e~cept reading. ‘To be sure, I was the best 
reader in the school, and knew all my reading-books by 
heart. — 

In those days the annual visit of the Educational Inspec- 
tor wasa great event in the life of the student. The in- 
spector was regarded as a very great man. He receiveda 
large.salary, wore fine clothes, rode in a palanquin carried 

-by four bearers ; and his palanqain often corresponded with 
the magnitude of his salary and reputation. The well-' 
known Bal Gangadhar Shastri twice visited our school in 
my time. He commanded much respect for his scholar- 
ship. He was the first native professor in the Government 
College at Bombay, the editor of an influential newspaper 
und magazine, and the author of uumerous school-books. 
He wag a good English scholar, and his abilities and ac- 
quisitions had won for him a great name. He was consid- 
ered an authority in Sanskrit and Marathi. He was also 
an earnest. thinker, and in his views on social and moral 
questions he was far in advance of his contemporaries. 
Such a person could not but be an object of dread and 
aversion to the orthodox, illiterate masses; and when 
he came to Belgaum, he was openly condemned by the 
Brahmans, aud an enthusiast belonging to the strict sect 
of the Vaishnavas (worshippers of Vishnu) challenged him 
to engage iu a public discussion with him. ‘he Shastri 
was on friendly terms with the missionaries, and during - 
his stay at Belgaum he found congenial society at the 
Mission-house. He made a great impression on my mind; 
and | carefully preserved two books which he’ awarded 
me as prizes, and in which he had inserted his name 
in English. 

. There was a heathen practice observed in our school ; and 
indeed it prevailed in all non-Christian schools. _ Those 
_boys who-used slates, and had not learnt to writé on paper, 
“were reqnircd to worship pietures of the god Ganesha and 
his wife Saraswati, drawn on the slates, every Saturday, as 
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well as once a year, on the day dedicated to the- special 
worship of these deities. On the latter occasion au image . 
made of mud was substituted for the picture on the slates. 
The same ceremony was performed once a yer 1n the courts 
of the native magistrate and native judge, the expense 
being defrayed out of the Government treasury.* . 

I bad private tutors employed to instract me at home. 
One taught me Canarese, the language of the district; 
another, a professional preacher, got me to read Marathi 
poems in the customary devotional tone, and a learned 
Shastri gave me Jessons in Sanskrit. I sometimes conversed- 
with my Sanskrit teacher on the subject of religion. One 
day, when I asked him what people did in heaven, he 
replied that they quaffed nectart nnd sat perfectly stit,— 
he himself assuming, at the same time, an attitude indicat. | 
ing profound repose. ; 

Iwas very fond of reading the legendary tales of the 
deities, and hearing expositions of them in the temples, 
When a good preacher came to our town, my father would 
ask him to give a recitation at our house. I then listened 
with deep attention, and showed my approbation by 
zealously joining with my elders in offering him worship. 
I would put a garland of flowers round his neck, rub per- 
fumery on his forehead, and prostrate myself at his feet. ° 
I may say that my love of Marathi literature and compo- 
sition may be traced to this early habit of reading the 
legendary books, and hearing expositions of them from 
the lips of eloquent Marathi scholars. 


*It is quite possible that English officiala were not aware of this 
application of Government ‘money, An all-wance was made for thé 
cleaning of the school and other necessary expenses; and the native 
otficiala would readily divert part of it to such purposes as tks one here 
mentioned.— Edit, i 5 a = o 

t Amrita, which corresponds ety :nviogically with ambrosia, but is the 
drwmk of the goca—Edit. 
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CHAPTER III. 


MY FIRST ENGLISH SCHOOL. 


In 184? I was sent to.an English school. There was only 
one such’ at Belgaum, and it belonged to the London 
Missionary Society. The Rev. Messrs. Taylor and Beynon 
were at the head of it. I was first introduced to the latter 
of these gentlemen by my uncle, who had been educated 
undcr him ; and my reception was very kind. The mission- 
“ary drew me close to him, and laying his hand upon my 
head, solemnly spoke something in English. I was not asked 
to pay any fees; indeed, no fees were charged, but, on the 
contrary- small sums were given to the poorer students. 
The school was largely attended by children from the town 
and the neighbouring villages, and the missionaries were 
most popular with all. Mr. Taylor came daily to school, 
and was frank in his intercourse with the boys. Sometimes 
he would bring fruit from his garden and distribute it to 
us. He was always most kind and _affectionate—often 
almost playfnl with us. Our life in the English Mission 
School was different from what it had been in the Govern- 
ment vernacular one, where the teachers had always been 
severe, and used to assert their authority by a frequent 
use of the rod. : ae 
Our head-master, though not a Brahman, was of respect- 
able caste, and much respected both for his character and 
scholarship. He knew several languages, and his linguistic 
acquisitions were most useful in a school attended by 
children of various races and speaking various languages. 
He had no faith in the Hindu religion, and had given up. 
the use of the idolatrous mark on the forehead. One of 
his assistants was a Parst, who also held advanced views 
on religion. He was a diligent student of the Bible, and 
-was especially interested in the prophecies, a subject on 
which he had read a great many works. : 
The instruction imparted in the school was of a thorough 
nature. The missionaries: personally tanght the upper 
departinent. The Bikle was daily read in thc classes, and 
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the whole school was addressed by the missionaties-on 
Saturdays. In some of the lower classes a catechism was - 
taught. The Rev. W. Beynon used to close theschool with 
prayer on Friday, and the Rev. Joseph Taylcz did the same 
on Saturday afternoon. “ 

The devotional exercises in the school seem to have made 
considerable impression on my mind, for I often imitated 
them at. home. I would place a book on a table, and then, 
standing before it, bend forward in the attitude in which 
the missionaries did, and repeat some prayer which I-had 
learnt by heart at school. 

The library was not much used by the students, though 
it contained books both in English and the native languages. 
The vernacular books were in charge of a Parsi youth, and 
l used to borrow Marathi books for perusal. In this way 
I became acquainted with a good many religious works, 
such as “ The Pilgrim’s Progress,” “ The Indian Pilgrim,” 
the New Testament, &c., &c. I read “'Ihe Pilgrim’s 
Progress” through, and some portion of the New Testa. 
ment, especially the Acts of the Apostles and the Book of 
Revelation, I also read the English Bible at home; and 
the Story of Abraham, the Psalms, and the Proverbs had a 
great attraction for me. I was not much inclined to read 
the New ‘l'estament, on account of the secret antipathy I 
bore to the name of Christ. 1 was still, indeed, a zealous 
idolater ; and on one occasion I tore a Marathi tract in 
pieces because it made some strictures on the Hindu deities. 





CHAPTER IVY. 
MY ATTACHMENT TO HINDUISM, 


Wuen I was in the Belgaum Mission School, my faith in 

the Hindu religion was not shaken. On the contrary, my . 
fondneag for its rites and ceremonies increased, for there 

Was much in them to gratify my vanity and love of pleasure. 

I did not seriously attend to the religiocs instruction given 

by the missicaaries. _ 
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Yn the street in which I lived there was a famous temple 

. of Maiati (or Hanuman), who was regarded as the tutelary 
godofthetown. The temple had an annual grant of money 
frota the Gorernment. When this temple was to be re- 
paired, my father gave not only a large donation, but his 
professional services gratis. Not only was the principal 
temple improved, bat also many other houses that were in 
its courtyard. So English civil engineering skill was of 
great service to the Hindu god! The management of the 
temple was in the hands of a family of priests, who often 

- quarrelled among themselves for the gains of the temple. 
A son of one of these managers came to our school. I may 
mention the singular name he had, Masana (Masan means 
® Durying or burning ground for the dead). He was so 
called because the previously born children of his parents 
had all died; for it is imagined that, when children are 
called by contemptuous names, they will survive. Often 
children in like mauner are called Kondya (chaff), Dagdya 
(stone), &c. I used frequently to go with this boy to the 
temple of Maruti. As soon as I got on the steps of the 
hall iv front of the temple, I would ring the bells which 
were hung at the entrance, and jump to reach them 
several times. There was a large bell amoung them which 
had been presented by my father. (Bells are rung on 
entering a temple, to waken the god and apprise him of 
the arrival of a worshipper.) I would next go up to the 
door of the temple, and throw myself down most devoutly 
before the image, and then rising up, stand before it with 
folded hands, loudly chanting hymns of praise which I had 
learnt by heart. On leaving the temple, I would take some 
of the sacred ashes and rub them on my forehead, as well 
as eat them. When it was theturn of the father of my 
school-fellow to officiate at the temple, I used to get some of 
the fruits that had been offered to the god. The concluding 
part of the worship was going round the temple several times, 
sometimes as often as 108 times, (this being a sacred 
namber), These circuits were very fatiguing, for the area 
ofthe tecaple was-very laree. Every day I made only 
a@ few -rounds. Afterwards I would spend a-good deal of 
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time in loitering about in the temple-yard, or engaging~in 

gemes with my school-fellows. We also went on Mindays 

to the temple of Shiva, and killed as many beetles as_we 
. could find, it being considered meritorious to-do so. 

Sometimes I would sit watching the monkeys and other 
curious animals which the wandering mendicants at the 
temple often had with them. These mendicants had some 
peculiar ways about them, They were very fond of blow- 
ing the conch-shells at the time of the worship of their 
gods, and it made a weird sound. ‘hey were very great 
smokers of intoxicating hemp. The walls of the temple had 
painted on them pictures of Rama and Krishna and their 
exploits, with inscriptions giving an account of these 
deities. Besides such amusements, I had opportuilities~of 
witnessing theatrical performances in the temple.’ These 
gave me a good deal of knowledge about the legends of the 
gods. The dramatists were Karnatic Brahmans, and were 
not considered to be of high social position, because on the 
stage they sometimes personated women. 

In our street there were some other religious establish- 
ments besides the temple described above. There was a 
Brahman ascetic from the south living there, who was in 
the habit of going about the street roaring out Radhé 
Krishna (praise to Krishna and his mistress, Radha), as 
early in the morning at four o’clock, and this very much 
disturbed the sleep of the people. Sometimes attempts 
were made by the native authorities to put a stop to the 
nuisance, but they were unsuccessful. The people in onr 
house, however, rather enjoyed the noise, as early in the 
morving the praises of their gods fell on their ears. There 
was another Brahman, a Government clerk, who made a 
great display of devotion. Every Friday crowds went to 
his house to witness bim worshipping. He had a large 
shrine for his idols, and the vessels used on the occasion 
were of silver. He used to tie small belis round his feet and 
dance, singing the praises of the principal deity, who was 
a goddess,—playing at the same time on a violin. ~But he 
was @ very wicked man, and. stole Sovernmont morey. 

~ When he wes about to be prosecuted for embezzlement, 
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he.absgonded, went away to a solitary mountain, and lived 
_ there as a hermit. . 

Whenever Shankaracharya came to our town, he lodged 
at the temp.é of Maruti. If he happened to come in the 
month of Shravan (July-August), which is considered the 
most sacred month of the year, a crore* of mad lingams 
were required to be made in honour of Shiva. They were 
made of the size of d betel-nut, and were spread ona sheet 
of cloth. A contract was given to make them. ‘I'here was o 
great deal of deceit practised in connection with these images, 

. Lhe contractor bribed the officers of Shankaracharya, and 
the full number bargained for was never given. The Brah- 
mans of the rival sect of the worshippers of Vishnu did not 
aprrove‘of these evil commercial transactions. 

The Shankaracharya who visited Belgaum was from the 
village of Shankeshwar. He always came with great pomp. 
He bad a grant of thirty villages from Government, the 
revenue of which amounted to 380,000 rapees a year. 
He also got large sums of money from the people. He 
usually fed every year 10,000 Brahmans. He rode in a 

‘palanquin, which was carried sideways; and he was accom- 
panied by lighted torches even during the day. 

It was very expensive to invite this “ world-teacher” to 
one’s house for worship; at least 100 or 200 rapees must be 
spent on the occasion, Poor people generally went to his 
lodgings to pay him their respects. I remember 1 went 
with my relatives to a feast given by this great man. ‘The 
eweet cakes were thick and coarse like bijurt cakes, and as 
large as the cakes sold at the Muhammadan shops in Bom- 
bay. Instead of people grinding the coarse sugar and dil 
{split pulse) used for the cakes with a grinding stone, the 
articles were smashed with the feet. For fireplaces they 
dug long trenches, and kindled a fire in them, over which 
they placed long plates of iron for breaking the cakes. 
When I came hon.e, I criticised the food; butI was re- 
primanded for this, aad was told it was wrong to find fault 
with consecrated food. Each of us paid a rupee foi the dish 


—> 
*.A crore is ten millions. ‘{he lingam ia a symbol of Shiva, 
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we got, besides the money we offered personally to tie holy 
man. . . 

I have mentioned above that a professional teacher wus 
engaged for me, to teach me to read the sac“ bookrc I 
made a practical use of my powers, I waed to read the 
books to the ladies of our house. Many othsr non- 
Brahmanical women in the neighbourhoud also came to 
hear me. I soon became quite a little paurantk (expositor) 
to the neighbourhood. I used to place a high stool before 
.me, and lay the sacred book upon it; then, holding each 
Jong leaf in my hand, E read it, sitting on a low stoul in 
the fashion of professional expositors. At the commence- 
ment I chanted a Sanskrit verse, and another at the 
conclusion, The usual ceremony of waving the lpmp was 
performed at the close. Some women used to placa sugar, 
plantains, &c., before the sacred bouk as an offering to it, 
and also put a garland of flowers rouud my neck, I goner- 
ally see the sacred books at night during the rainy 
season, as well as on the great hvlidays throughout the year. 
The books were all in Marathi verse, and described the 
principal gods and heroes of the Hindu pantheon, In 
those days these works had not been printed ; they could 
be had only in manuscript, and were hard to obtain. 
Whatever books we did not possess of. our own wore 
borrowed from others, who lent them to ns in small 
portions. We had a copy of « book called “The Glory of 
Hari,” which contained the story of Krishna (the eighth 
incarnation of Vishnu). It cost fifteen rupees ; whereas 
asimilar book, neatly printed, could now be had for one 
rupee. So great has been the fall in the price of books, 

I had been tanght certain forms of prayer called the 
sandhyd, when I had the munj or-iuitiatory rite performed, 
This did not contain the most sacred of all the hymna, 
called the Gayatri,* because I belonged to the caste of 
Kasars, who are supposed to have no richt to the privilege 
of using it. But still I used to corer my hand, holding 
the sacred thread between my thumb and forefinger, and 
Tepeat some kind of verse instead of the boly Gayatri, Pm 

© Thie celebrated text contains reauwy an invocation to the sun.—Hdit, 
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At the time of my initiation, I had been given scme 
_ lessons in Marathi, of which I remember a few. I was 
told, for example, that I should not ride on a dog; that I 
shocld not j.88 between two asses; that I should not look 
into water; thas I should not climb a tree and that I should 
not look at night into a mirror, &c. I used to read every 
morning a little book-called Vyankatesh Stotra (“ The praise 
of Vyankatesh”) at the time that I performed my morning 
devotions, and 1 would not take my breakfast till F had 
read it, I knew it all by heart. { had also committed to 
memory some things connected with the Shakta worship, 
and used to repeat these for several years, though I was not 
formally initiated into the Shakta mysteries till a much later 
time. I learnt also by heart a Sanskrit book which con- 
tained tue praises of Shiva, but T did not understand one 
word of it. I knew besides a great deal more that is usually 
repeated by devout Hindus. 

‘After I was invested with the sacred thread, I was sup- 
posed to be raised to a higher religious position, and to be 
entitled to greater privileges. I was now allowed to wor- 
ship the family gods. ‘The worship consisted in cleanin; 
and washing the images, anointing them with sandal-woo 
pigment, adorning them with flowers and rice, burning in- 
cense and lights before them, aud making them offerings 
of food. ‘This was the principal worship, and it was not 
performed twice on the same day. Other members of the 
family had other ways of performing the pijd (ceremonies). 

‘here were some forms of worship which little boys 
were not allowed to perform. Such was especially the case 
with the worship of Shiva in the month of Shravan and on 
some special holidays. JI could only be present at it and 
join in the concluding part, when I was allowed to put bel- 
leaves on the god. My mother burnt a lakh (100,000) of 
wicks in ghee (clarified butter) in the temple of Shiva on 
the day when I s2companied her. The Brahmans were 
constantly worshippe?, for they were regarded as bhudeva 
(earthly gods). After they had been worshipped, ~ll in the 
hose drank the water in which they had dipped one of 
their great toes.. When tue Brahman gave his. blessing, 
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the person who reosived it sat before him, spread’ng .his 
skirt, in which the “earthly god” cast a few grains of rice 
which conveyed his benediction,—which rested also on the 
heads of all the parties present. A Brahmgx“Was empioy- 
ed to invoke the god Maruti for us. ‘He was of the 
Karhddé sect ; and when he brought us any blesséd food, 
we partook only after we had carefully examined it; for 
the Karhadé Brahmans are believed to commit murder to 
propitiate their goddess Bhawani. The way in which we 
examined it was by putting some salt upon the food and 
then waiting to see if any peculiar change was perceptible | 
either in the salt or the food, or else by giving some of the 
food to a dog or cat and carefully noticing the effect. 

In those days even Parsis used to employ Brarmans.to 
invoke the gods, A wealthy Parsi gentleman asked my 
father to employ Brahmans to pray to them for his benefit 
on the neighbouring hill of Vaijandth, and some twenty or 
thirty Brahmans were accordingly engaged. The Brah- 
mans were feasted for several days, and got half a rupee 
(less than a shilling) each day. The Parsi had got into 
some scrape, and hence his appeal to the Hindu gods ! 

Astrologers used to come to our house for the purpose of 
informing us of the special sacred days of the week or 
month. The almanacs which are now generally used had 
just been introduced, and not even the astrologers could 
obtain a copy of them. They used to mark the chief dates 
on a scrap of paper, which they folded up in a cylindrical 
form and carried about in their turbans. These men made 
the horoscope for each child that was born, and determined 
the most propitious day for special undertakings. I fully 
believed in the astrologers, and. dreaded the malignant 
planets. My mother often waved oil over me, and then 
gave it away to female Mangs.* This was in order to save 
me from the malignant influence of the planet Saturn. I 
had learnt a little of astrology, and committed to memory 
the Sanskrit versified rules. I was not disposed, however, 
to compete my astrological studies. My faith. in the 





= ~ 
* These arg among the lowest tribes of castelegs Hindus.— Edit. 
“ : a 2 
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seionce’was goon shaken by the perusal of a book writfen 
_ by a guntleman of Sihor, in Malw& (Subhajf Bapai), who 
sought to harmonise the Indian astronomical system of 
Bhéskaracharva with that of Copernicus, and to disprove, 
with the aid of Hindu writings, the claims of astrology. 
I remember even now a few words of a Sauskrit verse 
quoted in this book, in which it is beautifully said that if 
God is our protector the planets cannot harm us. 

The people in our house consulted also wizards and those 
who dealt with demons. Their aid was sought when any 
one was ill or some calamity had befallen us. These men 
were chiefly from the Konkan,* and demonst from that 

rovince used to manifest themselves as entering into them. 

oy atsributed illness and all calamities to the influence 
of evil powers, and the spirits had to be propitiated in the 
way these men prescribed. At one time we found at the 
door of our house a large quantity of leaves, needles, and 
red powder, which had been left there at night by some 
enemy, to do us mischief through the agency of evil beings. 
Woe were all very much frightened atthe sight of these 
dangerous articles. Malignant powers were regularly 
propitiated by us once or twice every month. We used to 
make offerings to them of cocoanuts, and scatter bits of 
dry dates, parched grain, and sugar-biscuits in our yard 
on every new moon. 

These practices not only caused a loss of money ; they 
fomented quarrels and jealousies, not only between ourselv- 
ea and strangers, but between the members of our own 
family. The wizards would go about sowing seeds of 
discord in order that their services might be engaged to 
provide charms and counter-charms. 

I remember an old woman who had come from Bombay, 
that was influenced by sixty demons, each of whom had a 
distinct name. These beings had a special predilection for 
the flesh of goats und fowls, for liquor and eggs. When 





* The district lying betweon the Western Ghits and the sea. -Hdit. 

The word in the Marathi is not demons, but gods, In truth, the dis- 
tin.tion between god “nd devil~»ea almost vanished in Hinduism ; and 
this is ong of the wort characteristios of the religion. —Fdit. 
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we wanted any information which we had no mane of 
obtaining in the usual way, we used to consult her, and we . 
believed all she told us, although her declarations were b 
no meana always verified. The questions wa put were like 
the following :—When will my father return from the 
country? How shall we ruin our enemy, who is so tronble- 
some? Who has stolen such a thing? Why does not our 
relative away from home write to us? ete. °- 

When this woman consulted the spirits in order to procure 
from them information on any subject, she would unloose 
her hair, and placing her hands upon her forehead, sit in a ~ 
meditative mood upon her heels. She closed her eyes, and 
remained still for a good while, suppressing her breath. 
Then she would begin to move backwards and {orwacds, 
breathe with difficulty, and then respiring violently and. 
changing her posture, sit on her bended knees. Her hands 
sould be placed on the knees, with the thumbs extended, 
while the fingers were closed. She did not talk or scream ; 
she only answered questions put to her; but all the time 
she would be panting heavily. Before she became possessed 
we had to burn before her a good deal of incense or 
camphor, but afterwards she burned it herself. When the 
camphor was burnt and water put into a cup, we had to 
put into the water, at short intervals, a little rice and ashes, 
‘The woman read the answers to our inquiries in the cnrious 
figures which the ashes and rice used to form on the sur- 
face of the water in the cup, or she would find the answers 
on a leaf of betel held over the burning camphor. ‘The 
soot gathered on it would show itself in various shapes, and 
these forms supplied the needful materials for her. She 
would give the answers in such laconic forms as these ;— 
“ Oh, the letter is being forwarded.” ‘The sick child was’ 
attacked by the demon under the tamarind tree.” “Enemies 
have excited the deities against you.” ‘ Such and suchs 
god is offended.” When she got free of the influence, she 
threw herself violently on the ground. If she was not going 
to be aguin possessed immediately, we used to sprinkle water 
over her as she lay flat on the “ound, and she wonld ten 
. hake off the controlling spirit. If shewas going to be 
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pozsest ad again, she would resume her seat and her former 
attitude. She did not always act in this quiet way. Some- 
times she would roll on the ground, perhaps leap and dance, 
holiing a sword or rod in her hand. When'she was under 
‘the supernatural influence, she would rub red powder on 
her forehead and adorn her head with flowers, though she 
was a widow; but she would throw these away after the 
possession had ceased. : 

On special occasions the preparations made for the 
dewons were on a grand scale. Goats, fowls, eggs, liquor, 
- gweetmeats, dc., were required to be plentifully supplied, 
and the spirits came in companies to feast on the articles 
presented. They were supposed actually to partake of a 
portion, of the offerings, and to leave the banquet with a 
blessing upon their entertainer. Music was employed on 
such occasions. Seeing these wonderful things, I often 
wished to be possessed myself, but this earnest desire was 
not gratified in my father’s house at Belgaum, 

There was a snake that lived in the rooms in the roof of 
our house. It never came down into the house where we 
lived, It used to feed on rats, and at night we used to hear 
it chasing thom. My grandmother would often pray to it 
with folded hands, entreating it to pity us all and take us 
under its protection. She offered it milk and boiled rice 
on the annual day of Nig Panchami—a festival in honour 
of snakes. 

Some witches used to visit us when the male members of 
the family had left the house for their outdoor duties. They 
pretended to be professional beggars, and they practised 
their demontacal tricks in secret. They sometimes passed 
themselves off for dealers in products of the jungle. They 
‘told us about incantations, the efficacy of which we some- 
times tried. 

In this way I was quite entangled in the meshes of 
Hinduism. The religious instruction I received at school 
had not as yet freed me from this sad conditiov. Indeed, 
on one or two occasions I was greatly offendea by the 
co! duct of my missionary‘teachers. I wrote a short essay 
in faveur of one cf the Hindu fast days as a school exercise, 
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waich met with the strong disapproval of the miraionary 
who examined it. This greatly pained me. T'.9 same 
gentleman, ou another occasion, reprimanded a boy ‘or 
coming to school dressed in the filthy garm2=ts wom on 
the oceasion of the Hol! festival ;* and this, too, I felt very 
deeply. Once I saw a tract on Logic, publishec by the 
American Missionaries of Bombay, in which every syllogism 
given by way of illustration contained something opposed to 
the principles of Hinduism ; and I was so angry at the con- 
demnation of my religion that I wrote on one of the pages 
some severe strictures on the Christian religion, which * had 
found in an infidel publication that was issued by educated” 
Hindus. But on the whole, I believe that all these things 
were gradually preparing me for the reception of the trath, 
My mind by this time had become dissatisfixd. ‘Ihe 
numerous religious practices which I followed did not satisfy 
me. I longed for something higher, and aspired after 
miraculous power. I obtained mantras or incantations, 
which were supposed to give superhuman power, and by 
the repetition of these I hoped especially to increase the 
supply of food. I used to repeat such incantations secretly 
at night, when the people in our house had gone to bed. 
I repeated them before the image of the goddess. Anna 
Purnd* (the supplier of food). I had to bathe immediately 
before commencing the ceremonies. Some of the incan- 
tations were to be used on the day of an eclipse. I did not 
attain my object; but I never saw that the incantations 
themselves were inefficacious, and I attributed the want of 
success to my defective observance of the rites. Some of 
these incantations I recently found among the papers of 
my late uncle. They are very curious in their phraseology. 
They are nothing but the attempts of vulgar cheats to 
delude simple-minded people. They are a hodge-podge of 
Marathi, Sanskrit, and newly-coined words strung together 
in a certain jingling form, without a shadow of meaning. 





* The Foli was originally, in all probability, a spring festival—a seagon 
of rejoicing at the revived life of nature. The observances have degener- _- 
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Ther. was a native doctor of the name of Raman Sheii, 
of the Kamath! caste, who attended our family. He not 


only prescribed drugs, but used charms. He supplied all 


) 


the -nembe.s of the household with amulets for wearing 

round the neck v: arms. These were bits of thin gold plates, 

with sotething engraved on them. The pieces were rolled 

up.and enclosed in small boxes of silver. We thought 

highly of these charms ; yet I remember that once, when 

He were in need of money, we melted down the whole of 
em. 

I ‘was seriously thinking of studying alchemy, but in 
God’s mercy I was saved from the delusion. I came across 
an English book which exposed this pretended science, 
and I-wrs convinced of its falsehood. At one time I was 
so mad i.. the search of the philosopher’s stone, that I went 
frequently to the jungle and applied a bit of iron I carried 
with me to every rock I saw. 

Our family practised also Muhammadan religious rites 
aud ceremonies. My uncle regularly visited the tomb of a 
Muhammadan saint (pir) once a week, in company with the 
children of the family. He there offered sugar, various 
leaves, flowers, and malidd—a kind of sweetmeat believed 
to be very acceptable to the Muhammadan saints. The 
offerings were all left at the tomb ; only a little sugar was 
brought back to be distributed to the people at home. We 
made vows tothe pir, A brother of mine, who had lost his 
bight by small-pox, was taken to a neighbouring village, 
where a new pir was proving his superiority to others ; but 
no benefit was got. When any one was ill at home, Mnham- 
madan fakirs were consulted. They gave charms in the 
shape of rolls of paper with writing on them, which were 
tied round the neck or dipped in a little water, and the 
water so used was drunk as medicine. I have still some 
of éhese papers in my possession, which have figures, often 
four-sided, drawn or them, with some letters marked in 
them. I find the scrazs thus marked :—“ This is for curing 
had eyes ;” ‘ This is for giving relief to an anxious -aind |’’ 
“This for conciliating people ;” “ This for curing a child. 
given to crying,” etc. - 
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“There were peculiar ways of consulting the deities. My 
mother went to the temple to the god Maruti ir family 
troubles; and I used to accompany her. She genera'ly 
went when it was dark. The pujari (atterdant at the 
temple) put betel-nuts or bits of betel-leaf Jn the image of 
the god Maruti, or sometimes he would use grains-of rice. 
Then the god would be asked to indicate his will by making 
the things put upon him to drop either on his left or on his 
right side—the distinction being important. We waited 
anxiously for the falling of these things. ‘Ihe pujart got 
two rupees every time when we sought his aid. 

One moonlight night we went to a shepherd who lived 
in the jungle at some distance. His sheep lay in the 
enclosure round his hut, and he sat inside beside -a- shrine 
which contained an image with a brass face. Ie hada 
cane in his hand. After hearing our story, he held this 
over a fire on which incense was burning. ‘hen waving it 
round and round, with his eyes steadily fixed upon it, he 
answered our inquiries. I have sometimes thought, when 
recalling this visit, that the scene at Endor may have been 
somewhat similar, 

I was fond of observing the festivals. I visited the 
houses of people to witness the Ganpati* celebrations, and 
did not mind going even to disreputable houses for the 
purpose. ‘The annual worship of Ganpati is characterised 
by much pomp, and the worshippers vie with each other in 
display, I was zealous in distributing “ gold” (as the 
leaves of a certain tree are called) on the occasion of the 
Dasahra holiday which followed the Ganpati festivities. 
Friends pay visits of civility to one another on thia day, 
and distribute the leaves as a mark of good-will. I distrib- 
uted sugar-plums on Makar sankrdnti (winter solstice), 
and sometimes forwarded ther to distant friends by post. 
I did not, however, much like the Holi festival; but I 
remember having been dragged out to *t by my friends, and 
1 then indulged freely, I am ashacied to say, in all the 





* More generally called Ganesha. The god with an elephcnt’s head. 
This is the deity who, in the “ Pleasure, of Hope,” receives the air yolar 
designation of “ Ganesa sublime.”—.4.t. 
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wretched revelry attendant on the occasion. I spent much 
time in witnessing the wild pranks of the Muhammadans 
ut their Moharram festival. Every year my mother had 
some vow ty pay to the Taboots (the figures of tombs 
—which are wcrshipped). I and my brothers used to 
wear th~ gandy clothes of fakirs, which are used during 
these Muhammadan holidays, and go about begging, as 
a formal duty, with a plate and a scrip in our hands. M 
Brahman friends used to ridicule me for this; for- the 
Brahmans at Belgaum do not countenance these Muham- 
madrn superstitions, though Brahmans in various other 
places fully do so. 

My attention was not directed to the Jain religion, 
although. there was a temple of that sect at Belgaum, for 
4 had be n strictly warned against it by the Brahman who 
had been employed to teach me religion. He said the 
image was indecent, and therefore unworthy of worship. 
We used sometimes to see in those days nnde Jain ascetics 
going about the streets in silent stateliness, with a brush 
of peacock feathers and a wooden vessel in their hands, 
and a long scrip hung across their shoulders. We heard 
strange stories about the practices of these men, and we 
always regarded them with contempt. Sometimes the 
Hindus of the town offered open opposition to them, and 
at one time they refused. to allow the Jain image to be 
carried in procession past their temples. ‘I'he procession 
was thus detained a whole night in the street. 

I was taught by my Brahman teacher, who was a 
worshipper of Shiva, to consider the worship of Vishnu 
quite abominable, and he declared it would come to an 
end in 500 years. The Vaishnavas were very superstitious 
and sanctimonious; indeed, they were more so than the 
followers of Shiva. They did not allow those who were 
nog Brahmans to go into their temples; consequently I 
could not visit the “wo Vaishnava temples in my native 
town. 
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CHAPTER V. 


VISIT TO BOMBAY, 


In the year 1839, ut the age of nine, 1 had gone to 
Bombay with my parents for the marriage of my paternal 
uncle and aunt. Before starting we had consulted the 
astrologers, and on the propitious day suggested by them 
we had commenced our journey; but we met with many 
discomforts on the way. We were quite a large party of 
relatives and friends as well as servants, and the meas of 
locomotion were of a suitable character. But we had not 
the God of Jacob as our sun and shield, and we had not, 
like Moses, said to Him, “If Thy presence go not-with us, 
carry us not up hence ;” so we had not the blessi..g which 
the ancient people of God enjoyed in their wanderings. 
Before we had gone far from Belgaum, the axle of one of 
the carriages broke, and we had to seek the assistance of 
the blacksmith in a neighbouring village ; and while he was 
busy at his work, a spark from the forge fell upon a that- 
ched hutand burnt it with a number of others. ‘The people 
ran in terror and distress to the temple, whero we had 
alighted for shelter; and the sight that I then witnessed I 
can never forget. . Another calamity was that one of my 
brothers had an attack of small-pox and lost his eyesight. 
It took us two months to reach Bombay, and on the day we 
arrived there the term of leave allowed my father expired. 
We had suffered a great deal on the way from rain, and all 
the money brought for the wedding had been spent. 

I felt at Bombay that I had come into a new world, one 
quite different from Belgaum and the country round it. 
The large crowds of people everywhere, the countless 
carriages of all sizes and shapes that ran incessantly along 
the streets, the wealth and luxury of the traders and brokers, 
the pomp and splendour of the religious rites, whether 
performed at the temples or in pri-ate dwellings,—these 
things quite bewildered me. As we had taken lodgings 
close to the famous Bhuleshwar temple, to which all classes 
of people were going the whvle day, I ::ad excellent means 
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of noti ing the peculiarities of the worship performed. Tae 
crowda >f votaries were large, and priests were always ready 
wth vessels containing the various ‘articles of worship to 
aid the wc-chippers. Every one was free to enter the 
temple and plave his offering before the gods. The temples 
were fu:l of splendid ornaments, and the images were deck- 
ed with costly jewels. In one of the temples there were 
living tortoises, which were worshipped ; whereas at Belgaum 
I had seen only representations of these creatures in stone. 
The spectacle at the Mumbadevi temple in a neighbouring 
strecs was also most striking. There crowds of people 
performed their ablutions in the tank, under the direction 
of the priests, who musically repeated prayers; naked 
dirty creatures clamoured and struggled for the money 
lavishly listributed among them by some devout Banyan; 
arties of mourners, both male and female, wailed aloud 
‘or their dead relatives, as they came from the place of 
burning and sat by the side of the tank, to perform their 
last rites of purification; pigeons in countless numbers 
were feeding on the grain which was scattered for them 
plentifully by the charitable Banyan women ; sacred cows 
and bulls roamed freely among the crowd of men, women 
and children, eating food or tender grass, or quietly sub- 
mitting to the rudeness of eager worshippers seeking for 
the elements of purification which the animals supplied ; 
in one corner ardent devotees chanted the praises of the 
gods with the aid of a pair of cymbals or drum; in some 
quiet spot the learned Brahmans expounded the Shastras, 
or loudly recited the legends of the gods and goddesses. 
Not far from these places of enthusiastic devotion was a 
hospital for beasts. In this not only diseased and deform- 
ed cattle were cared for, but the meanest vermin were (as 
they still are) luxuriously fed with the fresh blood of a 
vigorous young man stupified with intoxicating drugs. 
He is paid for spenc!ng a night in an uncoyscious state in 
a@ room which is full o* these disgusting creatures, and he 
is removed early in the morning before regaini-g con- 


~ sciousness. 


In Bombay we ‘.ad to su.icr from a peculiar inconveni- 
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ence. We had a large circle of relations, and we he 1 often 
to go into mourning for them. At Belgaum we seldom 
heard of the death of our connection ; moreover, the post- 
age was high, and the men who were able to write ~‘ere 
very few. A person in mourning cannot wear his ordinary 
clothes or use his ordinary bedding ; he does not put the 
caste mark on his forehead or perform his daily devotions. 
He must not read the religions books. He vannot touch 
perscns that are not mourners like himself ; therefore he 
does not visit his friends. At school or office the mourner 
cannot sit on the same bench with others, far less tuuch 
them. These restrictions are most irksome, and they are 
felt to be oppressive, especially when they have to be 
endured frequently, and for the sake of persons w‘icm one 
does not know or care for. There were some 500 families who 
shared with us the surname of Muld, and had therefore the 
honour of imposing on us the duty of going into mourning 
for any of their members who died. ; 

My fame as a good reader of Marathi soon spread in 
Bombay among the people of our caste, as in those days they 

. were wholly illiterate. [ was often asked to go to the houses 
of our friends to read the sacred books for their benefit. 

It was long after this, when I went back to Belgaum, 
that I joined the English Mission School there, an account 
of which I have given in the preceding chapters. 

In 1847, when I was sixteen years of age, I went back to 
Bombay. We proceeded this time by gea in a country 
vessel, by way of Vingurla. The wind was against us, and 
it took us fourteen days to make the voyage. We could 
not cook food on board, it being against caste rules to do so. 
My mother boiled some rice for the younger members of 
the family, which she slightly roasted before boiling, by way 
of preserving it from ceremonial pollution. When we came 
to the Bombay pier, we had to pay heavy duties on our 
luggage. I complained against this in the columns of a 
Marathi paper, the Prabhakar. This was my first contribu- 
tion to a newspaper. A copy of it I have still in my 
possession. It is dated 3rd Apr’: 1847, 2 ; 

It pains me to state that at this tin>, though I was so 
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eager {> practise the manifold rites of Hinduism, I was uot 
equally anxious to maintain a high moral standard. This, 
indeed, it ic foreign to the genius of popular Hinduism to 
do. Paganism, even in its best form, does not insist on 
moral purity with the emphasis of Christianity. My enlight- 
enment on this point was to come, in the good providence 
of God, on « future day. 





CHAPTER VI. 
THE ELPHINSTONE INSTITUTION. 


aus tine we made a long stay in Bombay. Mahadeva 
Shastri Koladkar, a teacher in the Elphinstone Institution, 
lived near us.. It was through him that I made up my 
mind to join that seminary. The principal of the Institu- 
tion was Dr. Harkness, to whom the Shastri introduced 
me. He asked me about my caste; and when I told him 
that 1 was a Kasir, he would hardly believe it. He declar- 
ed that I must be a Brahman. On my showing him the 
certificate which I had from the Mission School at Belgaum, 
he sent me to Professor Dadabhai Nauroji,* who put me in 
the third class. The teacher of this class was a Brahman. 
He was of a gentle disposition, much respected and loved 
by the boys. His system of teaching was very good. I 
always accompanied him to school. When he approached 
a temple, he stood still for some time, and made obeisance 
to the deity; and I followed his example. I was in the 
habit of doing so as long as I attended this school. I was 
very much struck at what I saw in it. I greatly wondered 
at the building, the number of the pupils, their fashionable 
dress, the mischievous pranks and quarrels of the Parsi 
boys, and the spacieus rooms in which the classes met. A 
boy had come to Beleaum from this school, who gave out 
that the teachers beat the pupils cruelly, and that a person 





* "ix, Dadrbhai Nauroji‘haa fi+_many years past resided in London, 
and is deservedly held *4 much estee:n.—Edit. 
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was specially employed for caning boys ; but Ifo ind no 
such severe discipline. Yet there were some modes of 
punishment which were objectionable. Sometimes a pro- 
fessor made use of his English boots to enforw his or“ers. 
The Parsi boys during the recess used to biing cooked food 
for their afternoon meal, which was quite a novel sight to 
me. These boys had always boiled rice mixed with pulse. 
They ate with their fingers, but without putting the fingers 
to their lips. They made up the rice into balls, and then 
pitched it intothe mouth, They also drank water without 
touching the drinking-vessel with their lips, pourirg it 
down in tothe mouth. Thesé boys used to waste much 
food by throwing it at one another. 

Mahadeva Shastri taught me Marathi, and “t was a. 
pleasure to hear his pure, refined speech. I was often 
disgusted with the language of my class-fellows, who spoke 
the rude dialect of the non-Brahmanical classes of Bombay. 
Professor Dadabhai sometimes came to examine our class, 
and I much admired the way in which he spoke English. No 
native in those days had such a pure English accent as he. 

My faith in the Hindu religion was not in any way shaken 
by attending the Government school—and it was no wonder ; 
for the teachers never spoke of anything else than the 
secular subjects treated in the text-books. I cannot say 
what was the state of things in the upper or College depart- 
ment, which I never joined. 

There was a Hindu temple close to the Institution, to 
which I used to go for worship. Ithere prayed to Maruti, 
the monkey-god, for success in my studies. When return- 
ing home, I generally visited some other temples, and 
listened to the expositions of religious books given there. 
I also went to the different fairs and feasts held in honour 
of the gods both in the city and the neighbourhood. 

I was fond of books, and read many on the Hindu 
religion. These were chiefly in Marachi. I read most of 
Tukarim, the most popular poet of Maharashtra, Ramdas, 
Moropant—the learned Brahman poet—and the works of 
Shridhar and Mahipati. I he~ quite.a large collection of 
Marathi works. Eg ec: 
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I wis married in the year 1849. The wedding was 
perforned in the usual Hindu fashion, with great pomp 
atd expense, amidst the clang and clatter of uncouth 
mur‘c. A pair of dancing-girls were hired to entertain 
the wedding-party. I do not know how far I was re- 
sponsib.e for the employment of such immoral women on 
this solemn occasion; but in Bombay it is quite common 
to engage such persons at weddings ; it is only the poorest 
that do not hire them. I have still in my possession a 
memorandum of my wedding expenses, and under the sum 
paid to the dancing-girls there appears in my hand the 
remark, “‘vyarth kharch” (vain expense). 

Even in those days of comparative ignorance, my father 
eonsulie’ me about my marriage. The girl who had been 
chosen fur me was ten years of age. She could neither 
read nor write, but her parents were rich and of good 
position. The choice, however, could not be confirmed 
without the sanction of the astrologers. Those, though 
they pretended to commune with the stars and claimed 
infallibility, did not foresee the complete separation that. 
was to take place in life between me and my bride. A 
meeting of the people of our caste was held to prevent the 
marriage, as it was alleged that my father had lost his 
caste by living in Aden, where water was supplied by 
Arabs ; but he showed by documentary evidence that there 
was no need to engage the services of Arabs, as he had 
under him hundreds of Indian workmen, and they and 
himself had made their own arrangements for providing 
water, Such was the feeling then. But now, even Brah- 
mans go to England, and eat beefsteaka and bacon, and 
meet with little or no opposition when they come back to 
their friends in India.* 





* Instances, however, still occur in which Brahmans who have visited 
forei_n lands“ have to perform m ~sgous penances and provide a snmp- 
‘taous feast fox the peop’ » of their caste.— Edit. : 
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CHAPTER VII. 
RESIDENCE AT ADEN. 


AFTER my marriage, my father, who had come on leave to 
Bombay from Aden, got permission from Government to 
take us all to the latter place ; but we missed the steamer, 
and had to wait a couple of months for the ncxt. My father, 
during the interval, was appointed to superintend the build- 
ing of the General Assembly’s Institution. 

At the time we went to Aden, the fortification of the 
town was going on, and thousands of men were employed 
under the superintendence of various military officers. We 
lived close to the house of the political agent. “Tear an» 
house were some of the Bene-Israel. It astonished me to 
hear these people sing in Marathi and repeat the name 
Ishwar (God). I did not know who the Israelites were, 
I supposed they were a peculiar caste of Hindus. They 
used to sing the Psalms of David * in Marathi at night. 
As there was no school, I had no means of prosecuting m 
studies, and had to accept an appointment in my father’s 
office ; but I did not at all relish the work assigned me. 

I did not make any progress in my official duties ; and 
indeed I should not have been able to remain in the office 
had not a Parsi clerk given me help. T found some solace 
in reading English newspapers, which I got from the 
officers ; and I still remember reading about the political 
difficulties of Pope Pius IX. and the Sikh war. 

I was not at all anxious about religion, though the 
Hindus that had come to Aden as Government servants in 
various capacities had managed to convert a cave in a 
mountain into a temple. Here they worshipped an idol 
which they had set up. A professional ascetic was intrust- 
ed with the care of the deity. In some of the remoter hills 
there was a crag which the Hindu Banyans fancied to be a 
goddess, calling it “ Mother Hinglaj.” They used to take 





* A metrical version in Marathi was c-mposed under the direction of the 
Rev. C. P. Farrar, missionary of the C M.S. at Nasik, and the father of 
Archdeacon Farrar. . 
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cook food to it, which was carried on the heads of the 
Muhanmadan Somalis. This, when once placed on the 
g-ound neer the goddess, was supposed to become free from 
pol-ition, wud then the impure Somalis were no longer 
allowed to toucu it. These Somalis used to work at the 
houses vf Banyans, and though they helped them in fetch- 
ing water, still, after the culinary operations commenced, 
they were not a'lowed to touch any of the articles of food. 

The igneous rocks amidst which the town of Aden is 
built have suggested many legends to the inhabitants. 
The hardened lava is supposed to be the perspiration of the 
rocks. One of the rocks has a cave in it, from which the 
Jews* there believe the Messiah will come forth. Thore is 
»long ‘revice in another rock, which is supposed by the 
Jews to nave been made by a blow from Samson’s club. 

Isaw there only two crows, which I was told had been 
brought by the Hindus from Bombay, in order to represent 
the pttris, or spirits of the dead, which they have to feast 
periodically. The poor creatures had no trees on which to 
perch, and they wandered about from rock to rock, cawing 
piteously. 





CHAPTER VIII. 
FREE CHURCH INSTITUTION, BOMBAY. 


In March 1849 I came to Bombay from Belgaum, with a 
view to take my grandmother to Aden, on account of my 
mother’s illness ; but I was detained in the city very much 
against my will. I applied to Government for a free passage ; 
but as the authorities had not received an application direct 
from my father, my request was not granted. I look upon 
this as a providential arrangement. 

I did not care to go back to the Government school, as 
some of the methods. of inflicting punishment in vogue 
there were distasteful to me. But a young lad belonging 
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to our caste persuaded me to join the Free Church 7 nstitu- 
tion, which he himself attended. It was in August’ 1849 
that I was admitted into it. My friend who ‘ook me 0 
the school was in the first class, and he urged me to goin 
it; but this I did with much hesitation, because the teacher 
was a converted Brahman (Mr. Narayan Sheshadri). Mr. 
Narayan was then, as always, a very kind teacher. Hoe 
then wore the dress of a Brahman, though saodified in some 
points. very part of his dress, from the turban down ‘to 
the stockings, was pure white. He did not then wear 
pantaloons, and the circumstance that he retained his 
national costume, and still more, his great amiability, 
removed the dislike I had to him on account of his 
adoption of a foreign religion. a 

Mr. Narayan was a born educationist, and his mode of 
teaching as well as his class arrangements were most 
admirable. When a pupil was reported for any misde- 
meanour, he used to get him tried by a court of boys which 
he had established. He was the judge, and his students 
were the jurors, who communicated’ their opinion in 
writing. 

Mr. Narayan earnestly sought in every way the moral 
improvement of his students. For example, when he came 
to know that some of us used snuff, he asked us all to 
write an essay on the uses of tobacco. I did not write 
anything. When my turn came to read my essay, I got 
up and said I had made up my mind to abstain from 
the use of snuff, and that this was my essay. Whereupon 
those who were against the use of tobacco applauded, and 
Mr. Narayan himself showed his appreciation by a beaming 
countenance. This was the beginning of my reformation 
in this matter. 

I wrote to Aden to inform my father of my admission 
into the Free Church Institution, and the wonderful master 
T had found in Mr. Sheshadri; and in reply he bade me 
give him his hearty respects. 

Never-heless, my faith in the Hindu religion had-not yet 
been in any way shaken; inds<d, it had beceme more 
firmly established than ever. . : 

ine ES. 
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CHAPTER IX. 


MY VIEW OF HINDUISM. 


Burors giving an account of the change which came over 
my mind from the study of Christianity, I will state briefly 
the view of the Mindu religion which I held at this time, 

1. My knowledge of Hinduism was chiefly confined to 
the Puranas, which present the popular form of the relig- 
ion. I did not care much for the philosophical aspect of it 
as delineated in the Vedanta and other books, their teach- 
ings being too abstract and transcendental for me. The 

.-Haridas’s, or popular preachers, always introduced their 
legendary expositions by a brief inculcation of the high 
philosophic doctrine ; but I felt that that was hardly in- 
tended for the edification of the hearers, being only a 
prelude to the lengthy discourse that was to follow ; for 
neither the preacher nor the hearers had abandoned idol- 
atry, or adopted the more spiritual. system of the Vedanta.* 
They clung to idolatry and died in the practice of it. 
Even the higher forms of popular Hinduism, which Idevoutly 
followed, did not benefit me spiritually. I did not feel any 
desire for something purer and higher ; on the contrary, my 
mind became more and more degraded. ‘The sensualistic 
worship of the Puranas, the adoration of Rama, Krishna, 
and Shiva, with all the dazzling ceremonies that accom- 

anied it, did not save me from sinking downwards. I 
fell lower and lower, till I reached the lowest level of 
superstition—that is,demon-worship. My life was marked 
by the grossest inconsistencies ; I believed in the most con- 
tradictory doctrines, and practised rites that could not 
possibly be reconciled with each other. In all this I was 
quite sincere. My earnest faith in popular Hinduism left 
mo a fetish-worsbipper of the lowest kind. Such was the 
necessary result of m7 earnest faith in its teachings ; for it 





*he Vedanta philosophy i- pantheistic. It denies the reality of 
matter, and affirma the” there is “+ one existence in the universe—pure 
spirit. —Wase. ~ : 
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enforced not only the worship of spiritual deities affa virtu- 
ous men and women, but that of the most despicable vergin 
(such as the serpent), and this often by indeggut magerial 
representations of natural objects. 

2. Thad learnt hardly anything aboyt moral parity. I 
rigidly followed the rules of mere ceremonial purity, and 
my attention was directed ouly to them. _I had no fear of 
God in my heart. I abstained from forbédden fruits and 
dritks, but not from lying, stealing, swearing, &c. I did 
not think that the gods 1 worshipped took any notige of 
moral offences. I had, on the contrary, grounds for believ- 
ing that immorality had the sanction of religion. f stole 
during the Hol? holidays, and gambled freely when the 
Divali festival was observed. I made vows to Mé huti, 8k-— 
ing that he might save me from exposure and punishment 
cafter T had stolen money from home for my pleasures, and 
I fully believed that the gods would, as a matter of course, 
deliver me. The stories of the geds, which I devoutly read, 
contributed not a little to this moral darkness. 

3. [ was never taught to inquire into religious truth, 
I was expected simply to assent to what had been told me 
by my parents and the people of our caste. These followed 
not only their own religion, but that of the Muhammadans 
too; and I practised foulish Muhammadan religious rites on 
the occasion of the Moharram. Indeed, | often heard it 
affirmed that all religions were good and true. 

4. Some imagine that the idolater is led to the worship 
of the spiritual being that is said to be represented by an 
idol ; but, in fact, such is never the case. The material form 
fills the mind and unfits it for any spiritual apprehension of 
the Deity. I used to sit for hours before idols, make offer- 
ings to them, walk round them several times, gaze upon 
them, stand before them, chant their praises, and offer 
prayers for material blessings; but these things vever 
raised my mind upwards to the regions where the spiritual 
Lord of the universe manifests His eternal glory. 

5. Ivenerated the Brahmans and ascetics, but“I never 
inquired into their moral char ster. The idea of sanctity 
which I had -was exclusively of an autw. rd-and ~itualiatic 
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character. The benefits I sought from them did not conduce 
to my spiritual enlightenment and salvation. All that I 
used. to rece.7e from them was some fruits or sweetmeats 
which were st nosed to be hallowed by their touch. 
Sometiires they t:ught me to repeat mystical words, but 
they never guve me exhortations to temperance, purity, or 
devotion. ‘hose who devoutly followed the directions of 
these teachers were very strict observers of fasts and feasts, 
regular in the repetition of the mystical verses and the 
worskip of the gods, but often they led lives that were 
stained by the most detestable vices. 

6, Yetinspite of my ignorance and sin, God was dealing 
graciously with me, even in my darkness. This will be 
evident f om the sequel. 

(1.) God, in His holy providence, did not allow me to 
remain in one place. When I was in the Mission School at 
Belgaum, I had got into the society of bad boys. Had I 
remained in their company, I should have been utterly 
ruined ; but I was obliged to go to Bombay, and so I was 
saved from the influence of these bad companions. In 
Bombay, no doubt, I had other temptations, equally bane- 
ful; but then I had soon to go to Aden. Of course, my 
wicked heart was not changed, but still these alterations of 
residence had some effect in retarding the progress of evil. 
At Aden matters were going wrong, but then [had to go 
back to Bombay. 

(2.) My early education at the Belgaum Mission School 
was most helpful to me, though the good effects of the seed 
sown there in my heart were not at once apparent. The 
holy lives of Messrs. Taylor and Beynon influenced me 
much when I commenced to inquire seriously into religion, 
and even so did the scriptural lessons which they had given 
and the prayers they had offered. 

(3.) A native Chr'stian, who was the father of a teacher 
in the Mission School- impressed me most favourably ; so 
also did a Hindu student, who openly condemned _Hindu- 
ism.-and had given up Hindu worship. I remember his 
school companions ased te *mg him by force to the temple 
of Marat, vhcre nowavér, he would stand before the image 
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with his eyes firmly shut. He joined the Christiat Church 
after I had left Belgaum. He was a talented youth, and 
of an excellent spirit, and was ordained as ay reacher snd 
pastor at Belgaum. I met him afterwards, and we spent 
much time in happy Christian fellowship. In the Belgaum 
Mission School there was a Christian teacher, a native of 
Travancore, and a relative of the Mahardja of that state, 
who also made a deep impression on my mind. I never 
had any conversation with him, but his serious deportment 
and his devont attitude at the time of prayer were very 
impressive. ‘Ihe recollection of all these things were most 
helpful to me, not only at the time, but afterwards. 

(4.) Any religious or moral sentiments I met with in 
books, whether religious or secular, were very phasing + 
me. | would constantly revolve them in my mind, or read 
them aloud over and over again. The Marathi Dictionary 
of Molesworth, which is a storehouse of proverbs and 
phrases, furnished me with many a jewel of great price, | 
So the poems of TukArim, Namdeva, Ramdas, &c., were read 
with the deepest interest. 

My Brahman teacher often used to exclaim with peculiar 
fervour, “I perish in the sea of life; save me, O divine 
Vithoba!” Certainly I did not understand the full force 
of the term salvation. But my love of devout and moral 
sentiments, and a constant study of them, had this good 
effect upon me, that I was saved from atheism. I never 
could put out of my mind the thought of God and 
religion. 

(5.) The impotence of Hinduism to effect a moral change 
was forced on my notice by the state of our own family. 
The people of our house were strict observers of the rites 
and ceremonies of the Hindu religion, but they did not 
live in the amity and peace that so much devotion should 
have induced. Family contentions were both frequent and 
violent, and the rigid observance of their religion did not 
save my dear relatives from engaging in them. I mention 
these tkings with very great regret; but I must mention 
them, as they formed one of t'e principal factors in m 
religions experience. It was noi so mu*h the fanlt of the 
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people tiemselves as that of the religion they followed, and 
of the’ teachers whom they venerated. They were never 
expected to *bserve the rales of moral duty, or to practise 
any godliness which did not consist in eating and drinking. 


8 


CHAPTER X. 
GRADUAL CHANGE OF MIND. Fi 


Tax time when I joined the Free Church Institution was 
a most stirring one. Everywhere throughout Indiaa spirit 
of religious inquiry had been awakened. In Bombay such 
inquiries had led to the formation of a society for religious 
awd socit | reform, called the Paramhans* Mandali or Sabha. 
Young men less religiously disposed, but intent on social 
and intellectual improvement, had started several others, of 
which the Dnydinprasirak Mandali,t which worked both 
among the Marathi and Gujarati people, was the most 
influential. It still continues to exist, public lectures in 
connection with it being occasionally delivered. Its services 
in relation to female education have been important, and 
the girls’ schools which it established have deservedly a 
high place in Bombay. There were also societies started 
at Poona, the object of one of which was thus explained :-— 
« This society shall aim at enlightening the people on the 
subject of the different religions existing in this country in 
an impartial and temperate manner, and shall warn against 
any errors that may be ignorantly or perversely held.” 
Essays of s practical character were published at’ Bombay 
and Calcutta, especially the latter city, and these proved 
most useful at this juncture. An Act of the Indian Legis- 
lature was passed about this time, of which the Caleutta 
Review spoke in the following emphatic terms :— ‘‘ The year 
1850 has been distinguished above all others in the annals 
of British India by the establishment of the principle of 
religious liberty throughout the whole country.” The follow- 





* Dgramhans jaa designation ~f the Supreme Deity. We may render 
Paramhans andalt* @vine sori, ~*?'—~-Edit. 
+ Bochstx For the Di cusion ¢. Knowledge. 


GRADUAL CHANGE OF MIND. 39 


ing extract from the judgment of a Judge of the fiupreme 
Court of Madras shows the importance of this measure. 
“This Act,” said Sir William Burton, “has ‘een passad, 
not to encourage a change from one religion to anccher, 
but to secure liberty of conscience and eaual rights to all, 
Some of the people of this country may be insensible 
of the benefit now conferred upon them ; some of them 
may be furions against it; but let me tell them, and 
tell’ them solemoly, that this Act of 1850 is the Great 
Charter of religious freedom, which declares that the rights 
of all classes shall be equally respected, and which says, 
‘Do as your conscience bids you ; you will not forfers any 
of your rights by following the dictates of your conscience, 
whether you turn to the right hand or to the left,” “This.is. 
an Act for which all shoold render thanks to the great 
Disposer of events ; and it is a wonder that any should be 
found to find fault with so merciful a provision ; for, accord- 
ing to it, no man’s rights can be hurt by a change of 
religion.” 

Public discussions were held by all classes of people, the 
most prominent part in them being taken by the mission- 
aries. Among others, the Rev, N. Sheshadri and the Rev. 
George Bowen were almost every day seen visiting the 
principal thoroughfares, chiefly Back-Bay, for open-air 
preaching, which often assumed the form of a formal discus- 
sion, These good men were not seldom roughly handled by 
the lower classes of Hindus, and still more by Parsis, whose 
proceedings in those days were characterised by extreme 
violence. Poor Mr, Sheshadri’s turban was often knocked 
off, and his coat was stained with mudand dung. But the 
patience and meekness which he exhibited, and his readi- 
ness to befriend his persecutors when they called on him, 
perhaps for a note of recommendation for employment, or 
any other kindness, made his name quite a household word 
among the people of Bombay. Naraya.. Sheshadri, Bombay 
Padri—this playful jingling couplet was continually in the 
mouths of the common people. E 

Soon after I joined the Fre: Church Institetion, > be- 
came seriously impressed by tne instruction I rceeived. I 


I 
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find recorded among my papers a vow that I made, not to 
worship “ stocks and stones,’’ but the Supreme Creator of 
thu Univer.s. I solemnly declared, in the name of the 
Sup-eme Spirit who is the great Creator of the world and 
its enlightener, that I should never, even to save my life, 
commit certain sins. I wrote, “ May God help me to keep 
this vow! If I should do any of these things, I shall incur 
the guilt of the slaughter of a hundred cows, and shall 
deserve to be doomed to hell by its ruler, King Yama.” 
The evils abjured were the following :—lying, theft, un- 
cleanness, livanyd, 7.e., impure love-songs, dances, indecent 
theat-icals, impure talk, &c. I added, “ If I ever commit 
any of these sins, I shall repent and ask Thee, O God, to 
perdon rie; for man cannot succeed in his endeavours with- 
out Thy grace,” I believe this is the first written state- 
ment I ever made about my moral conduct. I do not 
remember on what special occasion I wrote it, but there is 
a remark which I wrote across it in English some eight 
years afterwards, the drift of which is as follows :—‘T 
made this resolution after I joined the Institution. 1 found 
it necessary to make it when I began to understand the 
pure morality of the Christian Scriptures.” 

After I had joined the class taught by Mr. Narayan 
Sheshadri, the dislike I felt to him on account of his relig- 
ion began to diminish gradually. After the closing of the 
school, I used to accompany him, as we had to go to our 
homes by the same road. When the people saw me walk- 
ing with him, they used to declare that I was certain one 
day to become a Christian like him; but I did not mind 
this, Mr. Narayan had opened a private class at his house, 
which I attended. He would often inquire after the health 
of my relatives ; and this used to please me much, so that 
I began to love him greatly. Sometimes he would ask me 
in jest if I would drink coffee or tea with him, bat I never 
consented to do so. _At that time he was not married, 
and lived with Mr. William Peyton* at a boarding-schoo} 
for European and Eurasian boys which they had started 





- # Low the Pav. W.7/. Peyton, of Broughty Ferry. 
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together. There were some pious boys in thei school, 
who were my friends as well as schoolfellows, as the young 
men went to the Free Church Institution. ‘mong tlem 
was a Huropean lad of the name of Jackson, who wus very 
amiable and devout. He loved me mach, and used to 
speak with great concern about my salvation. He after- 
wards became a missionary at Lucknow. 

The spiritual instruction which was communicated in the 
Tnsiitution was of a very decided kind. Except in the 
mathematical and purely scientific classes, there was con- 
tinually some reference to religion, and the remarks made 
were always very impressive. Besides the morni:.g and 
evening addresses, the Bible or some other religious book 
was daily taught fora full hour. I myself was sermitted 
to teach a Bible-class,* and it proved of great service to me. 
The old instructions which I received came back to me very 
vividly. I was not a careless teacher, I used to study the 
lesson that was to be taught in the class very .carnestly-at 
home. I got the boys to learn Scripture verses by heart, 
to draw up questions on the lessons tanght, and sometimes 
to write short essays. Of course, all the pupils did not 
show the same interest in their religious lessons. Some- 
times I would teach with such earnestness that they would 
ask me, ‘If you believe those things, why do you not make 
an open profession of them?” Sometimes God would give 
me such light when expounding the Divine Word that 
IT was almost in an ecstasy, and my eyes would fill 
with tears. Such was the case one day when I was en- 
larging on the words of Jesus Christ, “Come unto Me, all 
ye that labour and are heavy-laden, and I will give you 
rest.”’ The boys sat very still, and with great seriousness 
again asked me why I didnot become a Christian. Thisthing 
happened in 1851. ‘The religious element that pervaded 
the whcle school was very powerful; and very naturally the 


minds of the students were soon imoued with Christian ~~ 


sentiments. 





* This arrangement, so far as I remember, was wholly exceptional, and 
granted only at Mr. Padmanji’s very e* nest request. We knew he would 
explain and incpleate only what he taily \ alieved . nd deeply felt.—Edit. 
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It wa-in this very year that I wrote to the Dnyan 
Prakéeh, on old and influential paper of Poona, under the 
sig ature ofS A Religious Inquirer.” The concluding part 
of the letter will show the point to which I had now 
attained :— 

“ Some fancy that they can arrive at the temple of truth 
by the light of natural religion, but I ask how it is possible 
to reach its precincts by its dim light. What authority 
has Nature, what credentials does she possess from the 
Lord of truth ? Howcan Nature inform us of the state of 
man ‘ufter death ? How can sinful man approach the feet 
of a s‘nless God? How can His mercy be reconciled with 
His justice ? If He forgave sin without a due regard to the 

attribute of justice, would not man be encouraged to sin ? 
Offences against God aro infinite in demerit; they are 
against the infinite majesty of Heaven. Meritorious works 
removing guilt must be of infinite efficacy. Nature is mute 
on one and all of these questions, and yet man cannot be 
at rest without a satisfactory solution of them. I would 
therefore beseech the intelligent followers of natural relig- 
ion to inform the world in what way they hope to be saved.” 

When I was transferred to the upper division of the 
Institution I received instruction from the Rev. Dr. Wil- 
son, the Rev. Mr. Nesbit, and the Rev. Dr. Murray 
Mitchell. I was very much benefited by their religious 
lesaous. Mr. Narayan also took part in this department, 
and usually taught Church History. His lessons on the 
history of the Reformation were most stimulating. ‘I'he 
noble heroism of Luther fired the young hearts of my class- 
fellows and myself. Our sympathy with the Reformer was 
intense. We fancied, we ourselves were exposed to the 
same persecution as he, and we rejoiced at his triumphs, in 
his heroic contest with the Pope, as if we had personally 
achieved them. Some of the Roman Catholics who were 
in our class were stin-ulated to serious inquiry. One of them, 
whois now the Assista.t Secretary of the Bible Society, was 
led to renounce the errors of Romanism. The labours of the 
othc- missionaries were ecnally useful. While the super- 
structure of my fait’. in Hidui.m was tottering to its founda- 
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tions, @ preparation was going on for the erecti.n of the 
glorious temple of Christian faith upon its ruing, = - 

IT may mention some other agencies that v ere at work 
in the same direction. A good many ‘fubamm dan 
hawkers used to go from door to door for vhe sale of books, 
They sold religious publications very “cheap, I had no 
taste for novels; and I regard thisas a great mercy of God. 
The booksellers knew my tastes, and- therefore never 
offered mo such books. I bought alarge number of publi- 
cations from these men, and read them very carefully. 
I cannot give the names of the books now, for I had to 
dispose of my library when I went to Belgaum, But I 
remember that I found Boston’s “ Fourfold State’’ most help- 
ful to me as an inquirer; so also Bishop Sherloch’s “ ‘Trial 
of the Witnesses of the Resurrection of Jesus Christ,’? Lord 
Lyttelton on “The Conversion of St. Paul,” and Bishop 
Gibson’s “ Pastoral Letters.” These precious books are 
still in my possession. I need not say how very valuable 
were such books as Bunyan’s “Holy War,” Doddridge’s 
‘Rise aud Progress of Religion inthe Soul,” thesame writer’s 
« Lite of Colonel Gardiner,” Angel James’s “ Anxious 
Inquirer,” and Dr. Duff's “India and Indian Missions.” 
Henry Martyn’s Sermons also I read carefully ; and his 
discourse on the text ‘ without shedding of blood there is 
no remission” (Heb. ix. 22.) impressed me very deeply. 

Some religious ‘newspapers also contributed greatly to 
my enlightenment. The Daydnodaya, an Anglo-vernacular 
paper, published by the American Mission, I read regularly 
for years. I read also the Prabhikar, a Marathi weekly 
newspaper, which was most ably conducted by a Brahman 
scholar, When at Belgaum, a Brahman surveyor used 
to bring it to our house, and made me read it to him 
and to a large company of our neighbours. There I found 
in it an account of the conversion of Mr. Narayan Sheshadri. 
The Dnydnprakdsh of Poona was also great favourite with 
me. It was ably conducted by a fumons Marathi author. 
The Drydnodaya was edited by the Rev. R. W. Hume, who- 
was a sincere friend and well-y.sher of the natives ofthis 
country. He was the foundr o1 the «Dombay Temperance: 


, 
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Union,” and the manager of a quarterly paper published in 
the interest ofthe Society. A great many native gentlemen 
of ‘sosition .nd education had joined the Union, among 
whora was the late learned and philanthropic Dr. Bhau Daj. 
In 1854 I was pit on the committee of the Society, and 
addressed one of tae public meetings. Mr. Hume and his 
colleagues, the Rev. Drs. Allen and Fairbank, were very 
kind to me. I ceme to be acquainted with them through 
my contributions to the Dnydnodaya. They always present- 
ed me with beautifully bound copies of the works published 
at thuir admirable mission press. Mr. Hume used to 
transl-te into English the Marathi articles sent to his paper. 
I was a reader also of anti-Christian publications. ‘here 
- was a very scurrilous magazine published in Poona, which 
made for some time a great sensation in Bombay. An idea 
of its character can be formed from the following extract :— 

“Any one who is a beggar and is starving, or who ia 
ignorant, or who is an outcast, or who is ambitious of 
notoriety, is the person that becomes entangled in the 
meshes of the missionaries.” 

This paper did not continue long. The editor having 
died, none of the atheistic clique of Poona ventured to 
take his place. I used to answer this paper through other 
newspapers, 

T was variously benefited by the perusal of these promi- 
nent newspapers. The Dnyinodaya convinced me of the 
truth of Christianity and the futility of the claims of the 
Shastras to divine inspiration ; the Prabhakar destroyed 
my religious reverence for the Brahmans ;-and the Dnydn- 
prakish bad preserved me from falling into the quagmire 
of atheism. I used to send contributions to all these papers, 
and they were very kindly inserted. 

There were religious lectures delivered in those days both 
by Hindus and Christians, and they proved most: useful in 
my religious inquiries, I was in the habit of hearing from 
an early age discourses in the temples and at private dwell- 
ings addressed to Hindus, but it was in Bombay ‘that I 
hear* for the first time cou‘royersial lectures delivered by 
learned Hirdus. T".ey dip suss:d the claims of Christianity, 
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and defended Hinduism from the attacks of the mission- 
aries. It may be interesting to note the following-refer- 
ence to these lectures, which appeared in thy. Prabhd car: 
of the 19th September 1852 :—* From next Sunday Kr‘shna 
Shastri Sathe proposes delivering a ser’es of lectures on 
the evidences of Christianity, and all Hindus (except con- 
verts) are invited to have their difficulties solved.” I 
regularly attended these lectures, and reported them in 
the Dnyanodaya, with a criticism on the principal points. 
The lecturer and his friends knew that I was the writer of 
the articles in the Dnyanodaya, but they did not in any way 
show resentment. The lectures continued to be del vered 
for a full year, and my contributions to the Dnyanodaya 
regarding them were in all twenty-five. These appeared-- 
both in English and Marathi. ‘he English translations 
were executed by the learned editor, Mr. Hume. The 
discussions opéned the eyes of many. How futile are the 
reasonings of learned Hindus against Christianity, was 
shown even by the answers I made in the columns of the 
Dnyanodaya.* 

Before the commencement of the Hindu lectures the 
missionaries had started a course of lectures at the Ameri- 
can Mission Chapel, which also lasted for a year or so, and 
I attended them. These were all delivered in Marathi, 
and the Rev. Dr. Murray Mitchell and the Rev. Robert 
Nesbit, as well as most of the other Bombay missionaries, 
took part in them.t 

There were other lectures delivered in English, which 
were attended by natives of education and position and 





*The lecturer, Krishna Shastri Sathe, was a very acute and learned 
man. Hinduism could not have hada more able champion. But even he 
found it hard to defend the indefensible, or to make any effective attack 
on the Gospel. At the lectures given by Krishna Shastri Sathe the chief 
Christian champion was Mr. Nesbit. Mr. Nesbit as admirably qualified for .. 
the work both of attacking Heathenism and defending Christianity. No 
man had studied Hinduism more carefully, and no man—-no native even— 
could speak Marathi with more precision than Mr. Nesbit.—Edit. 

+ The lectures at the American Chap 1 were arranged and maiained 
chiefly by the excellent American ~1‘ssionaries Megars. Allen, Hume, and 
Fairbank.—Edit, s a4 moan 
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influenti. 1 Europeans, and these proved of great service to 
me ard wy friends. One lecturer was the accomplished 
mi sionary Yr. Wilson, and he gave a fund of valuable 
information on natural and revealed religion. After the con- 
clusion of the lec-ure he used to invite a few of his auditors 
to his apartments upstairs, where there was tea for all who 
would partake of it. The conversation was on matters of 
social and religious improvement, and the doctor was zeal- 
ously seconded by his colleagues and European friends. 
Mrs. Wilson, too, was most amiable and indefatigable in 
enter .aining her guests, whether European or native, Such 
gathe ings contributed not only to deepen the impression 
wrought by the lectures, but to bridge over the gulf which 
separated Natives from Europeans, ‘Ihe students were in 
no way afraid to visit the missionaries. We walked into 
their houses without the least hesitation or fear. 

I first met Dr. Wilson at a Marathi lecture of his on his 
travels in Palestine. He must have then been about forty, 
but looked much younger, and his amiability and simple 
dignity were most impressive. At that time it was not 
chiefly the rich and the learned that listened to the lectures, 
but the poorest and the humblest of Hindu society, whom 
even I refused to come into close contact with, for dread of 
pollution, I did not sit on the same bench with them, but 
stood at a distance like a proud Pharisee ! 

Thus the missionaries of the Free Church Mission devoted 
themselves by no means exclusively to their duties in the 
Institution. In addition to frequent public lectures, they 
held private classes, on Sundays and week-days, for the 
benefit both of their own students and of others. I 
attended on Sundays the Bible-class of Dr. Murray Mitchell, 
and I greatly enjoyed the instruction given in it. Ever 
since then it has been my experience that the Word of God 
ig sweeter than honey and the honeycomb. 

My chief friends ac this time were earnest men. Some of 
them went to the samy school with me, but many others 
wore studying in the Government and Mission schoois, while 
othe.s were clerks in offies, We discussed social and 
religious nratters, t’.e Bib’s frc quently engaging our earnest 
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attention. These friends did not all embrace Chrgtianity, 
yet they were secret believers. One of them usedfto put off 
his sacred thread which he wore across his shoyflers, evg@ry 
time when he prayed privately at home. A“young Rarsi 
gentleman read the Bible regularly at hompwith his family. 
He has since been secretly baptized in the Roman Catholic 
Church.* One gentleman came rogularly to the Sunday 
Marathi service in the Free Church with his young son. 

My earnest-minded Christian friends greatly helped me 
to arrive ata saving knowledge of Jesus Christ. There 
were, however, a few amongst my non-Christian friends 
who tried hard to turn me away from Christianity alto- 
gether. 









CHAPTER XI. 
THE PARAMHANS MANDALI (SOCIETY ). 


Axrnovan I belonged to the party of the reformers, I did 
not like to be called a reformer, as that word had become 
a term of reproach both in Bombay and Poona ; and it was 
natural for people to entertain strange views of the reformers, 
as not a few of these indulged in evil practices. This was 
chiefly in Poona. In Bombay things were not so bad; 
atheism had not made so much progress in it as at Poona, 
and the reformers were usually serious men, who professed 
to believe in God. They were active workers and sought 
converts. Some of them once got round me, and argued 
hard against caste ; and when they had succeeded in 
convincing me, they asked me there and then to givea 
practical demonstration of my sincerity. Idid not know 
what they meant, but one of them produced a biscuit and 





*We were intimately acquainted with “his inquirer. He was most 
amiable, very sincere, but timid. Like Nicodemus, he came to us for 
inatruction chiefly at night. Ourconviction is that he was bantized by a 
Roman Catholic priest simply because: 9 Protestant missiqnary 77°49 will- 

_ ing to perform the rite secretly.—Z lit, ~ * 
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challeng+d me to eat it. I had not expected such an 
ordeal. - said I would eat it if they did so; for I did not 
th’nk respe. table Brahmans would do anything of the kind ; 
when, lo! aad behold, they actually put a bit of the 
“anclean food’ into their mouths, and it went down their 
throats: I and othcr novices had to follow the bold example. 
But I was in the greatest perturbation of mind in conse- 
quence. I feared to go home, for I expected the severe 
vengeance of my orthodox relatives. I thought my mother 
would expel me from the house, and that I should be shunned 
by m7 people asa poor Christian outcast. Indeed, I feared 
I shonld be execrated by all Hindus, and saluted on the 
roads and in places of public resort with the reproachful term 
.. of “ pervert,”* which was then vociferously bestowed in all 
the streets and lanes of Bombay on the Christian converts. 
The companion who was, like me, only then initiated, found 
it hard to swallow the unholy food, and he sought the aid 
of a glass of water to help it down his throat. Thus £ 
broke my caste first of all in the company of my Hindu 
friends. My Christian teachers and acquaintances did not 
insist on such trivial matters as food and drink, I may 
mention what Dr. Wilson once stated on the subject of 
caste. A Hindu, he said, should not violate the rules of 
caste simply with the view of indulging his appetite ; let it 
be done from a sense of duty. Caste is sinful; God does 
‘not approve of social arrangements that sow discord among 
His children ; and if with this conviction a man throws off 
its yoke, he does right, and God will help him to bear the 
persecution that follows such conduct. This was excellent 
advice ; and hence, although he offered tea to all that came 
to the social gatherings at the Mission-house, Dr. Wilson 
did not insist on Hindus partaking of it. At special meetings, 
when men of high standing came, refreshments were placed 
in a separate room such as no orthodox Hindu would object 
to partake of. : 


After I had been iaitiated, I was introduced by my 





* Tue word-in the original is. Atyd, which may be rendered polluted 
wretch.— Edit 7 , 
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reformed friends to the members of the Paramhana ’landali 
Society. I had to declare my assent to the princ‘plea and 
objects of the Society. The chief objects were the abolition 
of caste, the introduction of the custom of widuw marriage, 
and the renunciation of idolatry. ‘The mea:bers hoped to 
make a public profession when their number rose to one 
thousand ; till which time they swore to maintain absolute 
seorecy regarding the operations of the Society. The rule 
of initiation at the meetings was as follows :—The candidate 
had to declare his assent to the principles of the Society, 
holding a little water in the palm of his hand, whick he 
poured on the ground at the conclusion of the declaration. 
‘Then he had to drink a cup of milk, of which the president 
sud others had already drunk, and to eat a piece of European . 
bread. His name was then enrolled in the list of members. 
Every meeting was commenced and closed with prayer, 
The prayers were composed by the late Rio Bahadur Dadoba 
Pandurang, the well-known Marathi grammarian. 

A young man had been admitted into the Society who 
broke his solemn promise and divulged its secrets; he 
published the names of its members, and declared that they 
would soon all turn Christians, This greatly alarmed the 
people. Grown-up lads from the Mission schools were at 
once removed, and some of them were sent up country. 
The newspapers were filled with most alarming statements. 
Satirical poems were published and widely circulated. 
An orthodox learned Brahman wrote a book in defence 
of the Hindu religion, but the reformers boldly encoun- 
tered him in argument. There was immense excitement, 
and much sorrow and wailing in many a Hindu home. 
A class-fellow of mine, who was an earnest inquirer and 
not far from the kingdom of heaven, was removed 
from the school,—when he wrote to me the following 
letter :— 

“T am very much grieved to info-™m you that I am 
constrained to keep away from schoc' and deny myself the 

leasur> of your society. Ido not know when I shall be 

Eee from this restraint. Not orly am I forbidden te-go to 

the dear school, but to attend : ny ~eetiny or lecture, There 
A 
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is no he'p for it. Those who, like me, are seekers for truth 
wust.oft: a suffer such persecution. May God help you in 
your secular and religious studies, and may He save you 
‘trom the bo..dage which I am enduring!” 


—— te 


- CHAPTER XII. 
COMPELLED TO LEAVE BOMBAY. 


My -father-in-law, who was in Bombay, having heard of 
my eonnection with the Paramhans Society, sent to my 
father, who was at Satara, the alarming message that the 
day of my baptism had been fixed, and that he must make 
no delay in removing me from school. My father at once 
dispatched a servant for me, with a note stating that my 
dear mother was dangerously ill, and that I must start at 
once for Satara. On the receipt of the letter I immediately 
obtained leave from my teachers and set out for Satara, 
I learnt on the way, however, from the servant, that my 
mother was not ill, and that I had been sent for because 
I was suspected of intending to embrace Christianity. 
At that time I had ceased to believe in idolatry, but my faith 
in Christianity was not firm. I had taken with me a copy 
of the Bible and Sturm’s ‘ Meditations.” 1 took great 
delight in the Psalms of David, and often went out alone 
into the jungle to read them there without interruption. 
My parents were very much pleased when I came home. 
They took me to the temple of Mahadeva and sang 
vociferously his praises, going several times round his 
temple and making a noise like the cry of a goat. I did 
not join them in any of these things, and refused to offer 
a cocoanut to the god. My father particularly marked my 
conduct, but did not say a word. When we returned 
home, sweetmeats vere distributed to friends as a mark 
of joy at my return. “After the friends had dined and left 
us, my mother began to weep, and my father reproached 
me-far my proceedings -n Bombay. He said he would 
never send me bac’s to syhoo” there. I was rather excited, 
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and defended Christianity with warmth. My fat! 
nothing of Christianity, but he declared vehemofttly . that 
to be a Christian was as disgraceful as to be a sgfvenger@ 

T was for. two months with my father. I then saw how 
corrupt the Engineering Department was; how the poor 
workmen were oppressed and defranded by their native 
officers, who were mostly Brahmans; and I sent an 
expostulatory letter to the superintending Kuropean en- 
gineer, with some quotations from the Scriptures. 

My stay at home was becoming very painful. There were 
heathen rites and ceremonies frequently performed ‘vith 
great pomp and noise, and now I could not endure 3nch 
things. What grieved me most was this—that the very Brah- 
man who cheated the poor workmen of their hard-varned - 
money officiated at these rites. I therefore earnestly entreat- 
ed my father to let me go back to school. He said he would 
consent if I declared ou oath that I would not become a 
Christian during his lifetime. Ina weak moment I yielded. 
Bat { got him to concede that I should not be compelled 
to worship idols or practise idolatrous rites. I also made 
him promise that he would not keep idols in his own house. 
He called my uncle from Belgaum, and got him to be a 
witness to this mutual engagement, and then handed over 
to'him all the gods which he had in his possession. ‘I'hey 
did not soon leave me alone ; they used to take me into a 

uiet place out of the city and there expostulate with me. 
But their efforts were allin vain, I prepared to start for 
Bombay, but, before doing so, I sent a long communication 
to the Dnyanprakash vig ge ee which was extracted into 
the Dnyanodaya, with an English translation. I give 
below the concluding portion of this letter. 

“ The iron age has passed, and the golden has dawned. 
It will soon be glorious day ; of which only those who love 
the works of darkuess will be afraid. They will run to the 
caves in the rocks for shelter. Such men may call the 
golden age an iron age, but we shall ve proud of it. Tous 
what thoy condemn as hurtful shall be fraught with. good, 
We long for » general fusion ¢* the castes, which-they 
dvead, for then hatred and “ealcusy stall ceasa, and all 
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tribes cud nations shall be bound by the cords of love. 
The Bra: man shall not contemn the Mahar, nor the Mahar 
hite the bcahman. The Hindus will go all over the world 
for-sommerce, contract friendship with the inhabitants of 
other lands, and learn their arts and sciences. They will 
give up their barbarous superstitions, and peace and good- 
will will cover the land. Such a glorious consummation is 
devoutly wished for by all who are truly wise.” 

T rejoined the Free Church Institution on my return to 
Bombay (December 1851). I informed my Christian teach- 
ers of what had happened at Satara, and they rightly 
told ne that I had done wrong in giving the promise to 
my father. After some time I wrote to him that I had 
made a grievous mistake and sinned like Herod, and that I 
begged fin to release me, The Rev. Dr. Murray Mitchell 
took much pains to show me my duty in this very solemn 
matter. He also spoke often earnestly to me in private 
about my spiritual state. 

I continued to attend the meetings of the Paramhans 
Society, which were now held with greater secrecy than 
ever, According to a new practice introduced into the 
meetings, it was my turn to read a paper, and I gave one 
on the religious instruction said to have been imparted by 
Akrir to the Gopis.* Some atheistical friends from Poona 
made some observations which pained me and my Bombay 
friends very much. What aggravated the evil was that 
our president joined the atheists in assailing my views. At 
the next meeting we questioned him about this strange 
conduct, when he declared be was no atheist, but that he 
had taken the atheistical side simply for argument’s sake. 
This circumstance convinced me that there was no good in 
associating with these so-called reformers. They were but 
time-servers, without depth of conviction or feeling. They 
offered nothing for the hungry and thirsty soul; they 
afforded a mere temporary resting-place for one who was 
wearied of the old idolatry and superstition. The members 





* The Goris were the female. sowherds of whom so much ie said in the 
legendery story of Kri.ana.—F cit, 
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ot the Paramhans Society never seriously thought of the 
forgiveness of sin, peace of conscience, or free’om from 
the power of evil. There was a book in -sanuscrint 
which the Society claimed as their Institute uf theolory ; 
but it contained nothing positive. It was full of negations. 
A feeble attempt was made in it to disprove the necessity 
and importance of a revealed religion ; whereas I thought 
it most preposterous to entertain a single doubt on that 
point. I always believed that man stood in need of divine 
light and guidance on the momentous subject of religion. 

After I left the Paramhans Society, I, along with a few 
friends, started a new one on quite different lines. We 
called ourselves Satyashodhak, i.e., “ seekers after truth,” 
We met every Sunday for prayer and conversation, and 
read chiefly the Bible. I had still a hazy notion that the 
Vedas might have claims upon serious consideration, but 
happily about this time I read Professor H. H. Wilson’s 
translation of the first division of the Rigveda, and this at 
once changed my opinion. I found that the Veda was 
wholly unsuitable for me, and that its worship of nature 
was gross idolatry. I found its hymns sink into insignifi- 
cance before the majesty of the Psalms of David. If any 
little regard for these ancient records was still left in my 
mind, it was swept away by the perusal of an article on the 
supposed eternity of the Vedas, extracted in the Dnyano- 
daya from the Calcutta Review. 


On its publication I also read the second volume of 
Professor H. H. Wilson’s translation of the Rigveda, and 
the learned dissertation prefixed to it. I continued to 
inquire into the claims of the Vedas even after I ceased to 
venerate them, and I conversed with learned Shastris about 
them ; but they could give me no satisfaction whatever. I 
thank God that my disappointment about the Vedas did 
not lead me to absolute scepticism. z 


— 
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CHAPTER XIIl. 
GRADUAL INCREASE OF LIGHT. 


Wuen I joined the upper division of the Institution, I 
was very much helped in my religious studies by the in- 
structions of my esteemed teachers, the Rev. Robert Nesbit, 
the Rev. Dr. Wilson, the Rev. Dr. Murray Mitchell, and the 
Rev. Dr. Sheshadri. As a gardener weeds a garden, sows 
it with good seed, and plants fruit-trees, within it, so the 
Spi-it of God was working in my heart. The soil was not 
only cleared of thorns and thistles ; the seed of God’s Word 
was sown in it, and had begun to germinate. I loved the 
Word of God wore and more, and also the books which 
threw light upon it. ‘Che contributions I sent to the news- 
papers were filled with quotations from Scripture, and 
my conversation with my friends was pervaded by Bible 
pee: This was noticed both by my Christian and 

indu friends. I used to copy into the blank pages of my 
Bible striking Scripture passages. Dr. Wilson happened 
to see these extracts, and was greatly pleased, taking 
occasion to give a beautiful address to the students on the 
subject. ‘Ihe passages copied were about the excellency 
of the Scriptures (Ps, xix. 7-10; 2 Tim. iii. 16,17), also 
began to commit Bible texts to memory. When I was in 
such a happy state of mind, I received a copy of the 
English Bible as a class-prize. In it I found a paper with 
the following touching inscription :—‘“A boy five years 
of age, who loves Jesus, has eent this Holy Bible for a 
Hindu boy.”* 

My conduct at home was now very much changed, and 
the difference was noticed by my friends. I had given up 
all heathen practices, though I still clung to the custom of 
wearing ceremonially clean garments before taking food. 
One proof of my ‘.aving undergone a real change of heart 
by the power of the “Ioly Spirit was this, that I had begun 





* We believe this Biblehad been seut from Scotland. The child's gift, 
and tne aveet words accompanying it, evidently made a deep impression 
on the “ Hir iu boy.”— fdit. . ~ 
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to feel a hatred of sin and a desire to be holy. Me-e intel- 
lectual enlightenment has no saving power in i’; repent- 
* ance and faith are essential to salvation. As the Spirit-of 
God awakens a sinner before bestowing upvn him these 
two cardinal graces, so He was dealing wich me. I now 
became very much alarmed at my sinfulness. 1 found 
no satisfaction in worldly happiness. -I trembled at 
the thought of the justice of God. I felt. as if the very 
food I ate would rise in judgment agaifst me at the 
last day; or as if it would turn into poison and slay 
me at once. When I] used to see dead bodies burned in 
the Hindu burning-ground, I anxiously asked myself-what 
would be my condition after death. I felt awed by the 
sight of a bier as it was carried along the road. - 

Imay say afew words about the little band of trath- 
seekers who were at this time in the Institution. It was 
composed of young students of all castes. One vf them, a 
Brahman youth, had been employed along with a most 
talented student of the Institution, Mr. M. Morojj, as tutor 
to the Chief of Jamkhandi. Mr. Moroji was killed by a 
fall from his horse. ‘This youth told me that Mr. Moroji 
had a secret faith in Christianity ; that he used to pray and 
read the Psalms of David with him before going to bed. 
He also used to teach him the Christian doctrines. The 
effects of the instruction thus received by the young man 
were evident in hisconduct. Mr. Moroji, I may mention, 

_ had been a favourite pupil of the missionaries, and great 
was the sorrow felt by them when the intelligence of his 
death was received in Bombay. It was first to him that 
Dr. Mitchell addressed his ‘Letters to Indian Youth,” 
which is a treatise on the evidences of Christianity. 

Another member of the band was a Brahman youth, the 
brother of a man in the Bombay police. One day he came 
to my house pale and sad, and I found he had not taken 
any breakfast, as he did not like to eat«’ his brother’s house, _ 
because he took bribes. He had remonstrated, but his 
brother was utterly heedless. I advised him to live separate, 
and we made a small monthly subscription to suprly his 
wants. There were two o her lads aitending-the school, 
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who du.ing the recess‘used to go to some quiet place and 
pray. \’hen asked by their school-fellows where they had 
been, they 1sed to answer they had gone to eat bread, mean- * 
ing-spiritual food. Another youth who was my pupil, and 
who, a long tituo after my baptism, died as a postmaster in 
the Satara district, got himself baptized by his wife, publicly ° 
declaring his faith iv Christ when on his death-bed.* 
Another youth, who was my pupil, and who constantly came 
to my house for instruction, was baptized by the Rev. R. 
Nesbit in 1855, One Ramachandra Narayan, who practised 
asa medical man, died believing in Christ, though he had 
long vut off the duty of publicly professing his faith. He 
was a favourite pupil of Mr. Nesbit’s, and Mrs. Nesbit 
visited him during his illness. 

I regularly went to the Free Church services, especially 
to the English service on the Esplanade, and I was often 
accompanied by several young students. On one occasion 
the Rev. Mr. Munger of the American Mission preached on 
the text, ‘‘ How shall we escupe if we neglect so great salva- 
tion ?” (Heb. ii. 8). The sermon was most impressive, and 
very much stirred me up. I also greatly valued Mr. Nesbit’s 
Marathi sermons at the Native Church, and if possible 
never missed them, ‘Though I had not been baptized, I had 
joined a society of Christians which had been established by 
the Rev. Narayan Sheshadri, called the “ Native Missionary 
Association.” Several educated Hindus attended the meet- 
ings of the Association, and they expressed their surprise that 
the Christian members, most of whom were Marathis, Mahars, 
and Mangs, could offer up such devout and suitable pray- 
ers, A native gentleman said he would challenge any 
Brahman Pandit to offer such supplications. 

I constantly wrote to my father about the state of my 
mind, and he attempted again to remove me from the Insti- 
tution. This time he managed the matter in a very clever 
way. He pressed re to join the Grant Medical College, as 
he said that I could Ye most useful to my countrymen 
by studying medicine. I did not oppose his wiskes, and 


* Thcre wes no missionary, and probably no chaplain, in the station at 
the time,—Hait, : 
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joined the College in 1852. On my leaving the “Aission « 


Institution, I gave a short address fo my pupils, waich waa 
published in the Dnydnodaya, and from whtsh I may 
quote a few sentences :— 

“My dear friends, religious knowledges the most ‘in 
portant kind of knowledge ; it is more precious than rabies. 
‘You may not now appreciate it, but you will do so when 
you grow older. Therefore, dear friends,.do not be heed- 
less about the truths you are taught here regarding God. 
You may not now be able to distinguish truth from’ error ; 
but do not despair. You will soon be able to do it. -You 
are sorry at our separation, as is but natural ; but God-wills 
iteo. I may be absent from you, but I shall ever think of 
you with affection, and I beg you not to forget me- May 
God bless you! May He help you to acquire knowledge 
and to make a profitabie use of it.” 

Two or three young men, holding the same views of 
religion with me, passed the entrance examination, but did 
not join the Medical College. I was the only Christian 
student in it. I felt this deeply, but I did not conceal my 
opinions. The Parsi students were very troublesome, and 
one especially did something every day to hurt my relig- 
ious feelings. Yet he was kind at heart, and when he knew 
that I had no scruples to eat with him, he shared his lunch 
with me. I was not, however, happy in mind. The 
words, “ Seek ye first the kingdom of God and His right~ 
eousness,” would always come into my mind, and I felt 
very uneasy. It pained me that I had preferred any 
earthly object to my spiritual welfare. I felt that I had 
not “sought first the kingdom of God and His right- 
eousness.” ‘I'he books taught in the College were devoid 
of any pious sentiment or allusion to the great Author of 
nature and the Maker of the mysterious mechanism of man’s 
body ; and once, when I came across a passage in Quain’s 
Anatomy, in which the name of God occurred in a descrip- 
. tion of man as the chief part of His creation on earth, I was 
transperted with joy. I felt like the deer that, panting in 
a sandy desert, delights to find a-pure stream of water. In 
my Collige exercises T som tires made seriogs observa- 
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tions, «* which the Professor did not take any notice. On 
holidays T used to attend Mr. Nesbit’s Bible-class, and on 
Sundays » went to the Marathi service at the Free Church. 
Bot, in spite of a real desire to attend to spiritual matters 
and avail myseif of the opportunities I had of attending on 
the means of grace, I felt most anxious in mind, and con- 
stantly got ill, At last I sent in my resignation. Dr. 
Morehead, the Principal, showed the utmost unwillingness 
to accept it; and I had to have recourse to Dr. Wilson’s 
kind offices in the matter, and then resumed my studies in 
the “ree Church Institution. 

At this time a brother-in-law of mine died. He was an 
earnest seeker after God, and constantly read and conversed 
with me. The parents of the young man were much 
alarmed when he got ill, and when the remedies of the 
physicians failed, they had recourse to the priests and 
astrologers. His poor young wife had ‘to suffer greatly. 
She was forbidden to attend to her toilet. She was forced 
to sleep on the bare ground and eat scanty food on the 
floor. I greatly pitied the poor young woman, and got a 
European doctor to see her husband, paying him liberally 
that he might stop for some time with him. I conversed 
with this gentleman, and found that he was an earnest 
Christian. He told me distinctly that he believed in the 
exclusive saving power of Jesus Christ. I wished to declare 
the important truth to the dying man, but it was too late 
then. He died soon after. 

About this time a neighbour of mine, who wasa Lingfyit 
by sect, had a Marathi nurse employed for his motherless 
children, and she got ill. I and a young pupil of mine 
visited her and spoke to her of the Saviour. We also 
prayed with her. We believed that she died believing in 
the Lord Jesus. 

I often corresponded with my Christian friends at this 
time. I may give un extract from a letter I wrote to Dr. 
M. Mitchell, in order 2o show what my religious state now 
was. : 

“You ask me to reply to your letter, and I doubt not. 
you expect to hear abent ‘ny religious sentirients. I 
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therefore write a brief but faithful account of -vhat is 
intimately connected with my soul: . 

In the first place, I acknowledge my great fault in still 
remaining in heathenism after being convinced of -the 
truth of Christianity. Iam almost ashatied to state the 
reason of this. I am not yet prepared tc withstand and to 
suffer the persecutions and trials which a true believer in 
Christ bas to undergo in India when he confesses his 
Master before his countrymen. Oh, may He grant me the 
boldness that Luther had at Worms! May He give me 
His Spirit, and encourage me to say, ‘ Here I stand ; 7 can 
do nothing else. So help me God!’ Yet I fully =dmit 

‘that all my trials are nothing in comparison with the 
sufferings of Christ, who died for our salvation. 

“Tt is true that the love of my parents and family some- 
times overcomes me and makes me forget my resolution, 
but again the burden of my sins and the fear of the 
sinner’s doom in a future life greatly trouble me, Thus 
there is a constant struggle in my mind between the 
desires of this life and the hopes of a future one. My 
mind is not at rest. I am dissatisfied with my own right- 
eousness. My promises to myself are in vain. I need a 
mighty Saviour; I need a guide to direct me, to help me, 
and to take me safely through the wilderness of this world 
of sin and sorrow in which I am lost. My guilty consci- 
ence terrifies me when offering up prayer at the throne of 
the Holy God. I pray to Him in the name of One whom 
I have found revealed in the writings of the Prophets of 
old and in those of the Evangelists. Yet He is not my 
friend. He appears to me asa Judge, severely rebuking 
me for my past sins, and for the present ones in which I 
still live. 

“Now, Sir, this is the real state of my mind at the 
present time. I hope you will believe me in this. I have 
not exaggerated nor invented anytiing to please you. 
But all this is within me. None bus God and myself know 


it. I -shall now tell you about my outward behaviour 
tebe tila tie Pendle mi: aletiona . (ine tit melse on the: 
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instead of this I pray to my Creator and ask His blessing. 
I often cneak to my frierids on the necessity of a Divine 
revelation and of a true religion.” (26th Sept. 1852.) 

Phere was one thing that somewhat reconciled my dear 
father to me and my opinions, and that was the booka that 
I had composed between 1851 and 1854. I published 
five works. He saw from these publications that I was not 
a@ mere simpleton, duped by the missionaries. He felt 
assured that I had an intelligent acquaintance with the 
subject of religion, and was able to think for myself, un- 
infla*nced by the words of others. He also felt convinced 
that T was sincere, and that nothing but purely spiritual 
considerations controlled me. 





CHAPTER XIV. 
OPPOSITION OF MY PARENTS. 


In 1854 my father was transferred from Satara to Belgaum. 
He made a short stay at Bombay before taking up his new 
appointment. He was besieged by my Bombay relatives, 
and earnestly advised to remove me from the Mission 
school without delay. He knew my sentiments, and did 
not quite sympathise with my clamorous relatives. He 
would quietly listen to their arguments and my answers to 
them when they discussed my opinions, and he tried some- 
times to settle our points of difference. An old friend of 
my father’s, who was most strenuous in his efforts to change 
my mind, would use abusive language so plentifully, that 
every time he employed au objectionable word, I checked 
him by quoting a Scripture text denouncing swearing. My 
father langhed every time when the advocate of Hinduism 
was nonplussed. ‘There was another individual, a man 
from the north of Fndia, who had received his training in 
a Mission school in tle south, who was my most violent 
opponent. He openly reviled the Scriptures, and suggest- 
ed thet I should be made to read infidel books. My father 
brought me some thirty pbliations of this charac ier, sup- 
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plied chiefly by this very man. These were the produo- 
tions of European and American unbelievers, with some 
composed in Tadie, chiefly by Parsis. I did not refuse +o 
read them, but in God’s mercy my knowledge of the Bble 
was sufficient to help me to see the falsehoods of such hooks, 
and these I pointed out to my dear father and others. 
Mora Bhat Dandekar, a learned Brahman controversialist, 
who had had a controversy with Dr. Wilson, and had writ- 
ten a book in defence of the Hindu religion, was brought 
to me to disprove the truth of Christianity. My father 
was out when he called, and as I had never met him be“ore, 
I did not know who he was, or on what errand he had 
come. In the course of conversation he accused Christ of 
stealing an ass, I then placed the Bible before him, and 
begged him to show where the statement was made. He 
was unable to find the passage, which he had, wittingly oz 
unwittingly, misunderstood. I then showed him all the 
passages containing the story of the ass which Christ 
obtained for His entry into Jerusalem ; and the candid man 
admitted his mistake. I then asked his name, and having 
learnt that he was the author of a Marathi anti-Christian 
work, I asked him how he could make so false a charge 
against Jesus Christ in a printed book. He answered that 
he did not know English, and had not read the Marathi 
New Testament ; he had written on the authority of friends. 
who were acquainted with English ! 

My father often reproved me for my anxiety to make 
a public profession of Christianity, when many others well 
acquainted with it had not done so. He mentioned by 
naine several such persons. In reply, 1 pointed to a 
number of able men from Dr. Duft’s College in Calcutte 
that had joined the Christian Church ; and I reminded him 
that religion was an affair absolutely personal ; every man 
must think and act for himself, and dare to do his duty 
though he should be in a minority. - 

The case of Colonel Vans Keanedy, a well-known 
Orient] scholar, was often cited to me by my father. This 
English gentleman was constantly in the company of the 
Shastris and read Hindu we ks. He was not silent about 
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hia scep‘ical opinions, and was understood by the Hindus 
generally to bea believer in the Hinda religion. But he 
wra a spendthrift, and was always in danger of being 
drezged to jail for his debts. I pointed out to my father 
the lies of European sceptics, and showed that the renun- 
ciation of Christianity morally degraded man. The 
attempts made: to turn me from religion were most varied. 
They wonld charge me with a breach of the fifth 
commandment of the Decalogue for wishing to embrace 
Christianity against the consent of my parents. Some of 
the 1eans which they’ adopted were even grossly wicked. 
Evil- ainded men tried to corrupt my morals; and when 
I expressed my extreme indignation, they threatened to 
employ violence. But they did not venture to use such 
threats in the presence of my father. 

The female members of our family imagined there was 
some magic in the Bible, and earnestly entreated me to 
give up the perusal of it. ‘Why read that book, when 
thero are so many others in your possession?” they would 
tenderly ask, ‘hey would consult the astrologers and 
entreat them to produce a change in my views. 

My uncle wrote me a long letter, in which he dwelt upon 
these three points: first, that it was a great sin to embrace 
Christianity, becanse the man who does so is guilty of 
disobedience to his parents and causes them much pain; 
secondly, the converts disgrace themselves and. their 
friends; and thirdly, the converts become miserable ; they 
are doomed to starvation ; they go begging from door to 
door, Bible in hand, and they seek in vain to be restored 
to their relatives. I need not quote here the answer I sent 
him, bat will give the letter which he subsequently wrote 
to my father in March 1854 :—~ 

“1 do not approve of your delay in removing Baba from 
school. It is impossible for him to reform while he 
remains there and hus the society of his friends. Instead 
of using mild means, . would suggest that you should at 
once order him to give up school and come to you. What 
education he has acquired is enough , he could work under 
you in you~ office. He m’ght not get an appointn ent just 
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yet, but he would be removed from the pernicious ir.fluence 
of the school. He is doing mischief in the heuse; his 
younger brothers are altogether under his influence, apd 
Bhan” (the brother next me in age) “has been alrendy 
spoiled. If he can be induced to conform himself to the 
enjoyments and duties of this life, he may be completely 
weaned from his love of religion.” 

My poor father was greatly affected by these continued 
complaints from his friends, He once, in great agony, 
declared to me befo% my mother and brothers, that if I 
submitted to the rite of baptism, he and all the rest ir the 
house would drown themselves in the river. 

I was in terrible perplexity. I did not know what to do. 
I knew it was my duty to be faithful and loyal to my 
Saviour, and to take His yoke upon me publicly by receiv- 
ing baptism, as He had expressly commanded; but tho 
difficulties in my way overwhelmed me. Sometimes I 
thought I would go to Calcutta, Madras, or some other dis- 
tant place, and there quictly receive baptism. Sometimes 
I thought of swallowing poison, and, when at the point of 
death, confessing Christ and submitting to the holy rite ; 
at other times, I wished to call a missionary to our house, 
and declare my faith before him. But the Lord delivered 
me from these vain fancies. 

I shall give here part of the conversation I had with my 
father on # night previous to that on which we expected an 
invitation to a temple ceremony in honour of the Holi 
festival. On that night, friends who are in distress or are 
visitors from other places are taken to the temple with 
great ceremony and entertained by seeing dances. My 
father, who had recently come from Satara, expected the 
same entertainment. 

“ Father. I have not hitherto bad a quiet time for conver- 
sing with you; and I am glad of this opportunity. Now 
tell me freely what your plans are for he future. I pur- 
pose retiring from Government ser.ice ; but, should you 
consent to go with me to Belgaum, I may postpone my 
retirement for a couple of years. ts 

© Son I am anita willing ta ehide he cann oduinn no? 
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follow zou wherever you may wish to take me. I would 
only ask you to give me religious liberty. I cannot dis- 
regard the higher claims of God, while rendering due 
obedience to human friends and benefactors. 

* Father. But what do you want? I do not force you 
to worship idols, neither do I worship them myself. I 
take my meals like you, without practising any idolatrous 
rites, neither do I ask you to do anything morally wrong. 

“Son. I wish to walk consistently with the teachings 
of the religion I believe. 

“ Father. What do you mean ? 

“Son. I desire to submit to baptism and associate with 
Christians, with an open disregard of the rules of caste. 

« Fether. Will people then allow us to remain among 
them? We shall have to flee from this town. 

“ Son. I do not want you to violate the rules of caste or 
to follow the precepts of Christianity, since you do not feel 
the burden of your sins. 

“ Father. Should you alone follow Christianity, we shall 
be subjected to great persecution and disgrace. Please do 
nothing of the kind ; only follow your convictions secretly 
at home. 

“© Son. That would be hypocrisy ; but when I insist on 
consistency, you charge me with disobedience. 

“ Father, We brought you up, and have been most kind 
to you ; and will you leave us and go away ? 

Son. No, no; I do not wish to be separated from you. 
I would give anything to live with you and ajl my dear 
ones, and I shall always do so if my profession of Christi- 
anity do not put you to inconvenience. 

“ Father. But how would such a thing be regarded by 
the people generally ? Would any one then come to our 
house? To-night there is the ceremony at the temple; and 
you must come with me, for if you do not, I shall feel dis- 
graced. We must submit to the demands of society. 

“ Son. There, sir, you see how we differ in our views of 
duty. Iam advised to act as if there were not On» higher 
than this world to whom we are responsible for our conduct. 
Will the world avail us any bing when we shal have to 
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give account to Ged for wilful transgressions of His express 
command in deference to its wishes? Willit make our 
path easy through the last dark hours of our lives ? 

“ Father. No; God alone can then help us. Man’s help 
will be of no avail. 

“ Son. Then it becomes us to give constant heed to His 
injunctions. Would it do if we went to Him only when we 
are dying? What earthly friend on whose bounty we 
depend would be pleased if we went to him only when in 
distress, and not at other times? Shall we then spend our 
life in violating God’s commandments, and turn to Him 
only at the conclusion of it?” 

At night, friends came to take us to the entertainment 
at the temple. My father sent them to persuade me, for 
ho said that he would go only if I went; but I did not 

consent, and so we both stayed at home. - 

When my good father saw how firmly resolved I was to 
follow my conscience, he ceased to trouble me any more on 
the subject. He would only say, “ Teach us the religion in 
which you believe; we shall all together embrace Christi- 

‘anity.” I did not know if he was sincere ; and I consulted 
with my missionary friends, who advised me not to enter- 
tain any suspicion about the matter, but go with him to 
Belgaum and attend to his suggestion. 

In the month of March of the year 1854 I wrote a long 
letter to the most influential newspaper of the time in re- 
ference to the Hindu New Year’s Day, in which I openly 
declared—‘ This year the Christian religion will be largel: 
extended, and other religions will be enfeebled.” The 
conclusion was as follows :—“God is King thisyear. He 
is unchangeable. He stands in need of no councillors, 
He is independent and all in all. The planets and the 
stars exert no influence upon the destinies of men ; they 
ure obedient to His commands. God alone should be 
worshipped ; and when He alone is sv, gladness will fill 
the world.” 

My futher’s term of leave expired, and he prepared to 
start for Belgaum ; and I made up my mind to gowith him. 
The stulents of the Free Charch Institution made a 


ef 
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collectien for a testimonial to me, and a copy of Cobbin’s 
Family ible was presented to me with a very kind inscrip- 
tion, I still possess this work. Some of my Hindu re- 
formed friends gave me an entertainment at their country- 
housc, where before partaking of the feast I was asked to 
offer up prayer, which I did after the Christian mode. An 
entertainment was also given me by the students, presided 
over by the Rey. Dr. Sheshadri. Mr. Nesbit gave me a 
copy of his printed discourses, and Mrs. Wilson a book- 
marker with the words, “ Follow the Lord fully.” But the 
greatest present I got indicative of sincere affection and 
inter*st in my welfare was this that the Rev. Mr. Nesbit 
took me into a room and prayed earnestly for me, and 
fervently exhorted me to be strong in the Lord. Before 
leaving Bombay I purchased a copy of the Marathi Old 
Trstament, which specially rejoined, me; and I made the 
following note at the time of purchase :—“ Ist March, 1854. 
This day I have purchased a copy of God’s Word as con- 
tained in the Old Testament. I cannot express the joy L 
feel, It is a great mercy of God that we have got His 
Word written in our own language. I have now got the: 
whole Bible. How happy Iam! Those wha may desire 
to read it shall be shown the wonderful works of God ; 
those who may argue with me can be now easily shown 
the evidences of its truth. God’s Word isa sword. By its 
might we shall overcome all our trials and conquer India 
for the Lord. O God! I thank thee for Thy Word, which 
Thou hast given usin our native language.” 





CHAPTER XV. 
RETROSPECT. 


Berort continuing my narrative, I wish to dwell on a 


few points in my past history, so that the kindness of God 
to me may be more distinctly perceived. 


(1. Tf I had not been compelled to remain in Bombay 
against all our plans, by the ‘refusal of the Milite ry Board 
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to grant me a pass to go to Aden, and if I had not been 
persuaded to join the Mission Institution by the young man 
of my caste, I'could, humanly speaking, never have receiver 
any Christian instruction. Is not the hand of God manife ¢ 
in this? As it was said of old, “I girded thee, th.ugh 
thou hast not known me.” (Isa. xlv. 5.) © 

(2.) The arrangement existing in the Free Church. 
Institution for communicating religious instraction contrib- 
uted largely towards my enlightenment. My teachers 
were not only men of learning, ability, and kindness, but 
adorned with Christian virtues and graces. They wore 
earnest about the salvation of souls, and this earnestiess 
showed itself very clearly in their life and conduct; and, 
though so ardent, they understood the most rational and 
effective method of imparting Christian truth. They were — 
familiar with the trials and difficulties of students, and 
took a hearty interest in their well-being. While they were 
anxious for the salvation of their souls, they did not neg- 
lect their temporal welfare. They sought to make them 
excellent scholars, and so fit them for the higher walks of 
‘usefulness in life. But the chief aim of our teachers was to 
bless us with spiritual light and truth, and their highest 
energies were directed to that end. Science, literature, 
philosophy, and languages were taught, and taught most 
efficiently ; but we were never allowed to lose sight of the 
grand object for which Mission schools exist, and for which 
the missionaries have come to live and labour amongst 
us. They confidently expected immediate and substantial 
results, not in our success as cultured men, so much as 
converted men, redeemed by the blood of the Saviour and 
renewed by God’s Holy. Spirit, that we might possess and 
manifest Divine life in our walk and conversation. And 
God blessed their labours. Their religious instruction had 
an attraction and power in it that captivated even those 
who came to the school with a strong anvipathy to Christi- 
anity. The atmosphere of the Institution was entirely 
Christian, and every ono who came breathed it and was 
affected by its healing influence. * 

I can ne ver adequately than : God for the teachers that 
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T had in the College. I cannot help praising them here ; 
and thie will be one of my chief themes of praise in the 
world to come. I dare not say they were perfect, but this 
I -nust say, that the image of the Lord Jesus shone dis- 
tinc:'y in them; their hearts were glowing with the love of 
the blessed Saviour.* ... The Rev. Dr, Sheshadri was 
as useful in leading me to the Saviour as the European 
Missionaries, - It was by his teaching that I became 
acquainted with the evidences of the Christian religion. 
After our religious lessons were over, he would read to us 
intresting things from Christian magazines and news- 
papers. I remember the addresses which the late Rev. 
Rajahgopal of Madras gave in Scotland, which were read 
to us by Mr. Narayan with the greatest animation and 
delight. During the recess this zealous Christian teacher 
would read to the headmaster, who was a Hindu gentleman, 
esteemed alike by Christians and Hindus for his moral 
character, which was, no doubt, the result of the Christian 
teaching he had received in the Institution and the intimate 
converse he had with earnest Christian men. 

(3.) The newspapers I read and the Hindu friends 1 
associated with were also most useful to me. 

(4.) My early resolution to make no secret of my relig- 
ious opinions, though it excited much persecution and 
exposed me to much discomfort and obloquy, was in the 
end most helpful. Trials and troubles test sincerity and 





* Mr, Padmanji next speaks at considerable length of the Missionaries 
individually. His language is most affectionate, and shows how endearing 
were the ties that bound him to his Christian teachers, Rut I naturally 
omit these references. 

Of these teachers it may be well to mention that Dr. Wilson died in a 
green and honoured old age—Dr. Sheshadri and I still survive—but Mr 
Nesbit was taken away in comparatively early life. To me his death was 
like the rending away of anime dimidium mez ; and it is most touching to 
see that, at the distance of nearly forty years, every allasion to this admir- 
able man, made by an, of his surviving friends or pupils, is marked by an 
almost passionate tender:“3ss. Mr. Padmanji further speaks of his work 
ag a Missionary both in English and Marathi—of his teaching. preaching: 
and public locturing—with unbounded admiration. 


Oh, Llest are they who live and die like him ; 
Lover with such love, and wit . such sorrow mourned.— Edit. 
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confirm faith. The inquirer also experiences the blessed- 
ness of those who, by passing through tribulation, are 
purified. My mental anxiety gave me more pain than did 
outward trials, and this [endured most keenly for full tl ee 
years. But God helped me in His great mercy to ¢ sdure 
to the end. Indeed, the kingdom of heaven suffereth vio- 
lence, and the violent take it by force. (Matt. xi. 12.) 

(5.) Lastly, I may observe that God shcwed His special 
favour to me by the kindly attitude of my dear and 
much esteemed father. Though he did not profess to bea 
reformer, and had no acquaintance with the Christian’ slig- 
ion, he acted towards me all along with great moderation 
and consideration, He looked after my temporal interests 
most carefully, and was lavish in expenditure on my educea- 
tion. He not only purchased for me some of the very cost- 
liest English books that could be procured in the country, 
but ordered others out from England through the officers 
under whom he was employed. He gave large sums of 
money for my private use. I foolishly spent sometimes 
handfuls of rupees ou useless articles of luxary ; but I was 
not held responsible for any of my prodigalities. Even 
after I was altered in mind and character, and had openly 
declared my determination to follow Christianity, he’ did 
not change his generous dealings with me, and ever after- 
wards he continued to be my kind friend and generous 
benefactor, 

In such wonderful ways God led me on slowly but 
steadily from darkness into the marvellous light of the 
gospel of His Son, Jesus Christ, and defeated the attempts of 
the devil to keep me in sin and error. I would ever exclaim 
with the Psalmist, ‘ Bless the Lord, O my sonl, and forget 
not all His benefits, who forgiveth all thine iniquities, who 
healeth all Thy diseases, who crowneth thee with loving- 
kindness and tender mercies” (Ps. ciii. 2—4). 
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CHAPTER XVI. 
BACK TO BELGAUM. 


I tert Bombay with my parents for Belgaum by sea, We 
landed at Vingorla, a seaport, from which we prosecuted 
our journey in bullock conveyances. We went thence to a 
neighbouring town, where an old friend of my father held 
the appointment of civil judge, my father hoping that he 
might succeed in changing my mind. I had a long talk 
with this old gentleman on the subject of religion. After 
our ablutions, my father and I were introduced into the 
room where the gods were worshipped. My father per- 
formed the piijd, but I did not. Our kind host did not take 
~%tice of this omission ; but a serious trial awaited me at 
breakfast. Hindus are in the habit of performing some 
little ceremony at the commencement of every meal, and 
if I did not perform it, I feared that our host would be 
offended, and chide my father for bringing an unclean 
person to eat in the same room with him. This would dis- 
grace and hurt my dear parents, especially my father. 
But I reasoned with myself that if I now yielded to 
convenience, and practised an idolatrous rite which I had 
jong since abandoned, I should be guilty of inconsist- 
ency. I should deny the professions I had made to my 
host, and I should raise in his mind doubt of my 
sincerity. I remembered the noble heroism of Luther, 
about which I had learnt at College, and I prayed secretly 
for Divine help to enable me to be faithful. I waited till 
our host and my father had commenced to eat, and I 
followed them without performing any ceremony. Nobody 
took any notice of my conduct, and the next day I 
had no difficulty on the subject. I would snggest to my 
educated friends +.ho are striving after reformation, that 
they will find a little firmness will help to smooth their 
‘way very much. When we resumed our journey, I was 
advised hy the gentleman, who had entertained us most 
hospitably, to act with pridenee, and make 10 public 
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profession of my religious principles. This, he said, was 
the safest and wisest course. 

When we got to Belgaum, my parents argued hard with 
me to take up some employment -and settle down. I+old 
them that I would not do so; that I had uct accomy nied 
them with that object—I had come +o acquaint them 
with the truths of Christianity. But they would not listen 
to me. However, I commenced my work of instruction 
gently. My younger brother, who had learned something 
of Christianity in Bombay, joined me very heartily in this 
work, We had thas two seekers after truth in our frmily. 
We used to read the Bible openly, and talked wita the 
other members of the famiiy on religious matters, It 
was chiefly in the evening that we engaged in these 
exercises, Soon afterwards the large Bible, presented to 
me by the students of the Institutionin Bombay, arriv- 4, 
and | showed and explained the maps and pictures that 
were in it to my father and others. As my father was 
a proficient in engineering, he gave me some interesting 
intormation regarding the construction of the figures in 
the book. I hung on the walls of the house some Scriptural 
pictures which I had bronght from Bombay. I put these 
in frames, and they proved useful in instructing my people. 
Dr. Wilson had given me his own picture in a frame, which 
Talso hung up. In this way our house was adorned with 
splendid pictures of Scripture scenes and the portrait of a 
distinguished missionary. Nobody objected to this kind of 
decoration. My father furnished the house for me in the 
Huropean fashion with tables, chairs and lamps, fully 
expecting me to reside in it permanently, 

My father’s friends at Belgaum soon heard of my relig- 
ious state, and many came to see and argue with moe, 
A learned Shastri was especially called to converse with 
me, and the conversation took a turn which my father did 
not anticipate. He spoke of the anvaority of the Vedas; 
and when I stated what I knew on the subject, he at 
once Lecame mute. He positively declared that he would 
not talk with any-one that questioned the autharity of the 
Vedas. My father was vey much surprised at this, and 
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dismissed him, after presenting him with half a rupee. 
Though ¢ had constantly to carry on religious discussions, 
I was free from the violent opposition of people of my 
case, Those belonging to other castes had vo personal 
mots;*.to use auy violence against me, for my conversion 
did not affect the reputation of their communities. They 
therefore contented themselves with simply reasoning with 
me, Some of them even encouraged me in my bold 
advocacy of principles which they dishelieved. Most of 
the young men of my acquaintance were members of the 
Paramhans Society of Bombay. 

On+ day my father took me to the Collector, Mr. 
Tnverarity, for whom he had procured, without my know- 
ledge, letters of introduction from Dr. Wilson and Mr. Nes- 
bit, ‘The Collector offered me a place as translator, and ex- 
yo*ted me to attend at his office on the following day. When 
we went home, [ told my father that he had not kept his 
word and that I did not mean to take up any appointment 
before embracing Christianity. At this all the members 
of my family were extremely angry, and all, except my 
reformed brother, regarded me as a bitter foe. My mother 
was in great sorrow. My grandmother and my uncle took 
me aside and earnestly expostulated with me, and, when 
their entreaties were unsuccesstul, they scolded me severely. 
I made the following note on a page of ny Marathi Bible 
on this occasion :—‘ 1854, 19th May, Belgaum.—My father 
is trying to get me employed, so that my mind may turn 
from following the Lord. 1am, therefore, in great distress 
to-day. The words of Job xxii. 21-30 give me comfort 
and point to me the straight path of duty.” 

My father was a very sagacious man, and at once changed. 
his mode of procedure, He did not further insist upon 
my joining the office, but expressed a desire to learn about 
Christianity. As he had to go into the districts, I gave 
him a few books to rcad, on his promising to peruse them 
earefully. Ido not exactly remember what those books 
were, but evidently the Gospel of John, the Psa'ms of 
David, and the Pilgrim’s Progress were among them, as 
would appear from a letter that I wrote, to him on the 
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subject. The concluding part of the letter was as fol- 
lows :—“ These two books (the Gospel of John and the 
Psalms) do not contain anything derogatory to the character 
of God, nor anything calculated to corrupt men. “he 
Person about whom John writes was wonderful. I vw uture 
to affirm that you will find that His life was characterised 
by perfect goodness and majesty—Divine truth, mercy, 
wisdom, and power shining forth in His every word and 
deed, Please try and see if truth, mercy, grace, infinite 
power, boundless wisdom do not thus appear in his life. 
Please attentively mark these words: ‘Iam the breal of 
life ;’ ... ‘He who believeth in Me hath everlasting life, 
... and I shall raise him up at the last day.’ ‘The dead 
shall hear the voice of the Son of God, and they that hear 
shall live.’ ‘He that committeth sin is the slave of sin.’ 
‘Whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall give hi: 
shall never thirst.’” 

As regards those who were outsiders, 1 may say that I 
met with much kindness and encouragement from the native 
Christians at Belgaum, whom I often met when I went out 
for a walk, At rst they were shy, but afterwards grew 
more friendly, and they promised to pray for me. I went 
and called on Mr. ‘Taylor and Mr, Beynon, the Mission- 
aries, who had been my teachers twelve years before. 
They were much pleased to hear of the change that had 
taken place in my mind, and exhorted me to perseverance 
aud faithfulness to my Redeemer. Besides these Christian 
friends none sympathised with me except an old teach- 
er of mine, who had ceased to believe in Hinduism, and 
who did not express displeasure at my religious condition. 
He was now a Government clerk, and often called at my 
house, and advised my relatives to treat me kindly. I 
attended the meetings of a debating society in the town, 
and often spoke. I also got Mr. Beynon to lecture on 
temperance. : 

At this time some Mormon missionaries arrived at 
Belgauri, and their meetings were largely attended. They 
did not make any impression upon the natives,-but they 
succeedec in deluding some. English soldiers.- Captain, 
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now General Sir Robert Phayre, who was then there, wrote- 
a small tract against Mormonism, and I supplied him with 
some books on the subject which I had in my possession. 
My father spoke to me of the differences of opinion existing 
amou,'st Christians, and earnestly urged me to give up 
Christianity. ; 

At this time I had all the worldly comfort that one could 
desire, but I was very unhappy. I feared lest my comforts 
would rise up against me in the day of judgment. Ido 
not find anything written about the state of my mind at 
this period, except on a scrap dated 15th July 1858, in 
whicu I have made this note :—* I am strangely placed, in 
the mysterious providence of God. I do not know why I 
am so, Why canst Thou not draw me to Thyself, O Lord, 
who dost not desire the death of a sinner? O God, look 
ouwn upon me-a sinner, who am perishing. Mark how [ 
am reviled by the people! They laugh me to scorn. 
They misunderstand and misrepresent my purest motives 
and my most laudable desires. O God, I trust in the 
shadow of Thy wings alone. When wilt Thou, in Thy 
mercy, visit me ? May the day appointed for my salvation be 
hastened.” Tho following words I findin my diary, dated 
the 30th July :— It would be better to enjoy the blessings 
of religion on a bed of sickness all my life than to live in 
my present condition.” 

T have a portion of a letter which I wrote to Dr. Murray 
Mitchell at this time, which I may here transcribe :—“I 
have been striving hard for the last two years. I have 
engaged with myself to give up the world for Christ ; and 
although I cannot say that I have overcome the world, still 
I must gratefully acknowledge that my eyes have been. 
opened to see the vanity of it. Although 1 have many of 
the comforts of this life,.I do not find any satisfaction in 
them ; and during the past twelve months this has been: 
strongly felt by me. The burden of my sin, which presses 
me, and the terrors of the second death have extinguished 
completely the love of the pleasures of life in my mind. 
Tam alw-ys gloomy and sad, and I am painfully conscious 
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Still T have the hope that God’s strength will be perfected 
in my weakness, and I shall glorify God in my’ lack of 
strength.” 

And God soon wrought my deliverance. My fagher 
frequently came home from the districts, afid I had por- 
tunities of speaking to him ; and, when he was away from 
home, I sent him letters full of earnest counsel. One day I 
took him to see Mr. Taylor, who spoke to him ina very 
affectionate way about my religious state and intentions. 
My father, in accordance with Indian courtesy, said nothing 
at the time in opposition, but he scolded me severely ‘when 
we returned home, Mr. Taylor was fully informed about 
my religious feelings and difficulties in a long letter, to 
which he sent a most valuable answer. 

The critical moment, so long delayed, at Jast arrived, and 
Thad to decide forthwith. I was asked to engage in certuiu 
religious rites, which could not be performed according to 
Hindu usage except by myself. It was a festive occasion. 
Music of all sorts was employed, and the clang and clatter 
resounded far and wide. A magnificent booth was erected 
in which to seat my wife, and an altar was prepared on 
which to burn the sacrificial offerings with the aid of Brah- 
man priests. There would be feastings and rejoicings, 
in which my dear mother hoped to play an active part. 
But I declared my firm resolution not to take any part in 
idolatrous ceremonies. My uncle informed my father of 
this when he was absent, and he sent an order to stop the 
festivities, The shame of so abrupt a conclusion of the 
ceremonies, of which the whole town had been apprised by 
the clamorous music, was more than my dear mother could 
endure, and she sought a private interview with me. She 
implored me with tears in her eyes, and spreading out the 
long skirt of her robe, that I would give way, and for once 
oblige her by submitting tothe rite; otherwise, she said, 
they would be utterly disgraced. Ali this was most pain-. 
ful to me ; but I could not set aside the claims of truth. 
I did all I could to comfort her, but in vain. 

IT pessed the night in great agony. I prayed; 1 wept. 
The Spirit of God sugges:ed such helpful ~assages of 
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Scripture to my mind as Luke xiv. 16-24, and the words, 
“T have married a wife, and therefore I cannot come,” 
impressed me most deeply. I feared I should share the 
fate of the unfortunate man of whom it was declared, 
“No.> of those men who were bidden shall taste of my 
supper.” I there and then resolved that I would accept 
my Saviour at cnce. ‘Then I found rest and peace. 

Linformed Mr. Taylor next morning of my resolution, 
and asked him to give me shelter in his house. On the 
following Sunday Mr. Taylor wrote that it would be best 
to ay prise my father of my intention to leave my home; 
but taere was not time to do this, and I felt that delay 
might prove dangerous, The day for the Hindu family rite 
had been fixed and the preparations had been-made, and if 
I had delayed, it would have been impossible for me to 
u./@ refused to engage in it; and I felt that such conduct 
would »mount to a denial of the Saviour, and might cause 
the eternal ruin of my soul. After some correspondence 
with Mr, ‘l'aylor, he assented to my request that I should go 
to his house and remain there till I was baptized. 





CHAPTER XVII. 
JOY AND PEACE IN BELIEVING. 


As I set out for church on Sunday, the 1st August 1854, 
I took leave of my mother, cast a glance at my wife, who 
sat in a corner, and spoke to my brothers and sisters, who 
were playing in the yard. I met some Christian friends, 
who walked with me to church. It was Mr. Beynon’s turn 
to preach that evening. He was not aware of my intention 
of going after the service to Mr, Taylor’s house for shelter, 
with a view to receive baptism, as matters had been finally 
settled only late the evening before. But it so happened 
that Mr. Beynon preached on the same parable which had 
led me- te decide only three or four days previously. I 
listened to-the sermon most ::ttentively, and it cr nvinced 
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me of the wisdom of the step I had taken. His last appeal 
was most impressive. Yet at the conclusion of the service, 
in spite of my firm resolution, which had been strengthered 
by the powerful discourse of the evening, I begas "to 
hesitate; the keeping away from home was so d.ncult. 
My Christian friends were waiting to accompany me on the 
way to my home, and the devil suggested that I might 
quietly go away with them. Bunt the Lord was dealing 
with me mercifully, and was taking me as a brand out of 
the fire (Zech. iii, 2). Mr. Taylor, who stood at the door, 
asked me, “ Are you coming?” I immediately ansy ered 
“Yes.” This good man was like the angel who appeared 
to Peter in prison and bade him follow him. I accompan- 
ied Mr. Taylor tofhis bungalow. Then I felt as if the load 
of sin and sorrow that oppressed me had suddenly dropped 
off, and unspeakable joy filled my heart. I read and prayed, 
then lay on my bed a-thinking. I had put out the lamp, 
but still the room appeared to be full of light; and one 
like the Son of God, arrayed in glory, I thought, came to 
me as to a friend, and _a sense of porfect safety and peace 
possessed my soul, I felt refreshed and happy, as the 
weary wanderer who has been pinched with cold and 
hunger does when he finds rest and shelter in. his home. 
Light and joy almost overwhelmed me, and I was lost 
in bleasedness. The experience of this night was unique, 
and the memory of it will never die. The vision of God 
then given was a dim reflection of that which the children 
of God enjoy in heaven. I was indeed standing on Pisgah 
or on the Mount of Transfiguration, or I was in the land of 
Beulah. “ He brought me to the banqueting-house, and 
His banner over me was love” (Song of Solomon, ii. 4). I 
had several such visions in those days, but none so glorious 
asthis. I have no copies of letters written to friends at this 
time, but I find an extract from one of them published in 
Mr. Spurgeon’s “ Feathers for Arrows,” which I may here - 
transcribe :—“ How I long for my bed—not that I may 
sleep, ior I lie awake often and long—but to hold sweet 
communion with my God. What shall I render-anto Him 
for all ilis revelations and gifts to me? Wa. there no 
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historical evidence of the truths of Christianity, were there 
no well established miracles, still I should believe that the 
reljgion propagated by the fishermen of Galilee is divine. 
Th. -holy joy it brings to me must be from heaven. Do I 
write Soastingly, brother? Nay, it is with tears of humble 
gratitude that I tell of the yoodness of the Lord.” 

Mr, Nesbit, who saw some of my letters, wrote to me :— 
“We give unceasing thanks to God for all His goodness to 
you. I have read most of your letters with great interest and 
pleasure ; but the one that gave me most delight was that 
in wich, previous to your baptism, you spoke of your 
deliguting in God, meditating on Him in the night-watches, 
and holding sweet and satisfying communion with him. 
Your experience and David’s are the same (Ps. Ixiii. 5-8). 

_T always wish young converts such experiences of holy joy. 
auey are to them not only the shortest and surest proofs 
of Christianity, but they make them miserable afterwards 
when they go astray in sin or carelessness and lose their 
sense of the Divine presence. I bless God for the guiding 
light you had. May you ever remember your privileges, and 
strive to attain to the height of them. You glorified God 
and enjoyed Him in the most sensible manner; you may 
again and again. Let your soul still follow after Him, and 
His right hand will uphold you.” 

These experiences proved most useful to me at the time 
of the severe trials that awaited me; they stirred up my 
love and zeal, and enabled me to overcome the weakness 
of the flesh. 

Though I had perfect peace and rest, my relatives were 
in great distress. My mother, on finding that I had not 
returned home, at once sent for my uncle; and he with a 
few friends called at Mr. Beynon’s, who lived out of the 
town, to inguire about me. By this time it was very late 
at night, and the gate of the fort was closed, and they 
could not come for mg to Mr. Taylor’s bungalow. Next 
morning, however, my mothercamealong with all my brothers 
and sisters, that she might persuade me to go home. This 
first meet*ng was most painful; it is impossible to describe 
it. Only God supported me. . Somehow the earnest plead- 
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ings of my dear ones did not at the time affect me much ; I 
remained calm. When all their persnasions had been un- 
availing, my poor mother burst forth into loud wailings, 
pronouncing imprecations on Mr. Taylor and me. Iatilik ve 
a vivid recollection of the terriblescene. Buu when mr rela- 
tions went away, my firmness was gone, and I could not 
restrain my tears. { shut myself up in my chamber, and pray- 
ed earnestly to my Father in heaven for wy beloved ones. 
Captain Phayre, who was present at Mr, Taylor’s, expressed 
great sympathy for me, and gave me comfort by quoting 
passages from the Scriptures, and by referring to his >wn 
experience at the time when he yielded his heart to the 
Lord and gave up the world. 

Every day people came from our house to see me, and on 
the fourth day atter my separation my dear mother sent 
my clothes. Abont this I tind the following note in ny 
diary :—‘ ‘l'o-day my dear mother sent me my clothes, and, 
what is to me more pleasing, she sent me a message of 
Jove. She asked me not to grieve further, but to be com-. 
fortable and happy where I am.” 

She also sent me money, and promised to send more. 
On the same page | have written across this verse, “If 
any man serve Me, him will My Father honour?” (John 
xii. 26). 

On the 18th I wrote to the Diimketu, a Bombay Marathi 
newspaper, a long letter communicating the intelligence of 
my open renunciation of Hinduism, and the reasons for 
this step, which the editor kindly published verbatim with- 
out any comment. The publication of this letter spread the 
tidings far and wide, and the other newspapers noticed it in 
their own way. Dr. Wilson wrote to me :—* Much is said 
about you here, but the natives admit your sincerity and 
capacity of judgment. Iam glad to say many youths in 
our Institution approve of your proceedings. Fall Christian 
obedience on our part is the most effeccive argument with _ 
all our friends,” 

I wil! make a few extracts from the meditations which I 
wrote about this time :—“ O God, Iam one of Thy-children. 
May I realise more and more that I am one of the invisible 
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flock of Jesus. May I have a growing idea of the kingdom of 
Christ, and my participation in its peace and imperishable 
glories.” ‘Oh, my soul, rejoice that thou-hast thus found 
th privilege of holding communion with thy Creator. 
Tgno.ant idolaters know nothing of the riches of Christ’s 
grace ; do thou feel compassion for them ; pray for them, 
weer forthem! Strive to show thyself to them as a living 
trophy of the pewer of the Gospel, that they may emulate 
thy happy condition, and seek the priceless treasures of the 
Lord Jesus.” 

«Yh, how happy I am! Christ has obtained the pardon 
of thy sins; He has died for me; He has secured right- 
eonsness for me. | am not afraid now of being called into 
judgment for my iniquities. I know that T have a Media- 

tor, and that He is pleading for me. My Saviour will 
tead me through this world of temptation and sin, as a 
father guides his child. I will make Him my guide and 
teacher in all things. O Jesus, the Holy One of God, give 
me thy Holy Spirit, the Alnighty Comforter. May I 
submit to His teachings, and be fashioned anew in alt 
virtue and goodness, that I may experience fully what it is 
to be a new creature !” 

My mother called again on the 18th to see me, and 
eatreated me to go home ; but this time she was calm. My 
wife also sent me a message that she would be happy to go 
with me to Bombay. : 

My father came from the districts, and sent me a request 
to go home to seo him. Mr. Taylor thought it would be 
unsafe to do so before my baptism, and therefore asked 
him to do me the favour of giving me an interview at the 
Mission-house. He came two days after, early in the 
morning, and sent the driver to call me. He took me into 
the carriage and wept. After a few minutes he ordered 
the coachman to drive the carriage homewards. I was 
somewhat alarmed, out I restrained myself, and determin- 
ed! to go home. The people at home had no previous 
intimation of my visit, and they were allin bed when we 
arrived. ~ My father awoke them, and strictly forbade them 
to_make rny loud’lamentations. In the meantizie I was 
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directed to write a note to Mr. Taylor to inform him of my 
visit to my relations, and of my intention to return in the 
evening. Mr. Taylor called atten o’clock on his way to 
school, and saw that I was quite safe. A_nice break ast 
was prepared for me, which was served me in a sé’ urate 
room by my wife ; and when she saw that I began to eat 
without changing my dress and wearing the sacred_gar- 
ments, she meekly asked, ‘‘ How can food.be relished with 
such garments on ?” ‘ 

Some friends called to see me, but I did not talk with 
them. I spent my time in reading the Bible, praying~jand 
writing letters to my friends in Bombay. As promised, 
my father sent me back to Mr, Taylor in the evening. 
After this I often went to see my relatives. 

It 1s impossible to commend adequately the judicious 
dealings of my parents with me after my separation fre” 
them. They did not use violence of any kind, as has been 
done in the case of many converts; and their conduct 
deserves to be followed by those who create a disturbance 
on the occasion of a conversion, and seek to restrain the 
liberty of their relatives who seek to follow ont their 
convictions, 

Mr. Taylor put off my baptism till he hed heard from my 
teachers in Bombay, whose instruction had proved so 
beneficial to me; and the Missionaries had cordially con- 
sented to the rite being administered by that good man. 
Dr. Wilson wrote to me a long letter, in which he said, 
“ We are united in our jadgment of what, with the help of 
God, you should immediately do ; that is, ‘Come out and be 
separate.” You cannot be too soon in the visible fold of 
Christ, having, we trust, already entered that which is 
invisible. You will be able to preach more advantageously 
to your parents from Christian than from equivocal ground. 
Your publie profession of the truth will be blessed to give 
peace to your own soul. There can_be no peace while we 
do not fully follow the Lord. If tuere were, we should 
often seGure ourselves in that which is wrong. Don’t be 
afraid of them who can kill the body, and after that have 
no more that they can do. Tue grace of Christ is sufficient 
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for you. As your day is, so will you find your atrength 
to be. I can testify this from blessed experience.” 

My relations did not manifest any great sorrow now that: 
1 ced to visit them, for they fully expected me to return 
to toam permanently after my enthusiasm had abated. 
They were sanguine that the people of our caste would not - 
objeet to restore me to caste privileges, and that Shankara- 
charya would ebsolve me from the guilt of defilernent. 
Crowds from the town came every day to see and converse 
with me; and when I went with Mr. Taylor in his convey- 
ance’ to church, there would be troops of people behind our 
carriage all the way from the bungalow to the chureh-door. 
They seemed to take me for some strange creature that 
had come from another sphere 


re 


CHAPTER XVIIT. 
MY BAPTISM. 


Ar last the day of my baptism was fixed, and my father 
was apprised of it. He asked me if I had to pay any fee 
to the Padri Sahib for the performance of the rite. He did 
not say this in jest, but quite seriously. He offered to 
attend the ceremony. But when the day arrived, my 
bitterest trialscommenced. Karly inthe morning my father 
requested me to see him ; but I could not comply, as I had 
purposed to spend this momentous period of my life in holy 
meditation and close communion with my God. Then he 
sent a request that the baptism should be postponed. J 
wrote and asked the reason of this suggestion. He gave 
no reason, but ordered me to visit him. In this way several 
notes passed between us, and much time was wasted, and 
my mind was greaLy disturbed. But I would not have the 
day changed. At the evening service Mr. Beynon preached, 
avd Mr. ‘Taylor then administered the sacred tite. A 
large- number of people came from the town to witness 
the ceremony, though it was raining at the tim>. I had 
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prepared two statements, one in English, the other in Mara- 
thi; the former of which was read by Mr. Beynon, and the 
latter by me. 1 received this message trom home; “ You 
have entered into light, but we ure groping in darkn ss,” 
My mother made great lamentation, for she had hopes of 
my return until my baptism took place’? but now all her 
hopes were blusted. * 4 

1 made it a point to visit my relations regularly, and 
when I expressed a desire to go back to the college at 
Bombay, my father objected, on the ground that I ought 
to write a book for his enlightenment before leaving” him. 
| wrote one in the space of two months, which wes pub- 
lished with the title of “ A Comparison of Hinduism and 
Christianity.” It was composed in the form of a dialogue 
between a father and a son, in which the converted son. 
gives his reasons for embracing Christianity. When it was 
being prepared, it was read to my father, who made suitable 
suggestions. While I was writing this, I found time also 
to prepare another small work, a conversation between 
Death and the Soul, which was first published in the 
Dnydnodaya, and then printed in the form of a small tract. 
These books were published by the Bombay Tract and 
Book Society. : 

As soon as my father-in-law heard of my conversion, he 
set out for Belgaum with,one of his sons-in-law. Before 
his arrival my father had entreated my wife to join me, and 
L also strove hard to incline her mind to this. "She showed 
her willingness to come to me; and, to assure me of her 
sincerity, she once drauk water which had been touched 
by me. She had thus broken her caste. But my father 
was unwilling openly to take the responsibility of sending 
her to me, and therefore suggested that she should go to 
the Mission-house during his absence in the districts. Her 
father, however, carried her off the very day she was to 
have come to me, and our plans were ail disappointed. My- 
father-in-law was a very superstitious man, and I could not 
go to our honse till my father had returned ; and then too 
} could call only at certain fixed times, for he crjected to 
see me before he had performed his morning ablutions, 
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worshipped the gods, and taken his early meal. At the 
first’ meeting he expressed sorrow at what happened, and 
then with an angry look he commenced to scold me, ia 
whi h my brother-in-law joined with energy. In fact, it 
was tno latter who set my father-in-law against me and 
poisoned my wife’s mind, so that she consented to go to 
Bombay with them. I found opportunities of speaking 
with her late at night after my father-in-law had gone tv 
sleep, but she persisted in stating that she would joiu 
mein Bombay. My father was much grieved at the sad 
turn «fairs bad taken, and even openly advised my father- 
in-law to let my wife come to me. But the man was 
obstinate. T quote a few sentences from a letter I wrote 
to my father on the subject :— 

“You need not reproach yourself for having delayed to 
seud my wife to me, nor do I so. | have been faithful to 
my resolutions. 1 trust and hope in the God for whom 1 
have separated myself from father, mother, brother, sister, 
aud wife. 1 do not grieve for myself, but for my wife, 
that she is unwilling to come to me. I feel sad that her 
life should be spent in widowhood and ignorance. Her 
separation from me will not diminish my happiness, for the 
God who gave His Son to die for me will not allow my mind 
to be unhappy. I counted the cost long before | joined the 
Christian Church. Christ plainly declares, that he who 
leaves all for His sake shall have a hundredfold in this life 
with persecutions, and in the world to come everlasting life. 
Such is the consolation which a Christian feels ; and I ear- 
nestly hope that you may be enabled to experience the 
same in the time of difficulty and sorrow.” 

I may briefly anticipate the events that took place after 
my wife went to Bombay. I tried in every possible way to 
hive access to her, in order to find out her real state of mind, 
but I was prevented from approaching her by her father 
and other relatives. Her father would not even reply to 
my repeated communications. I learnt, however, that she 
was secretly willing to join me, but had been preveated by 
her frienés, In this way I strove hard for four years ; after 
which I thought it best to nave an interview with her 
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through the Supreme (now the High) Court of Bombay. 
As soon as the writ of Habeas Corpus was served upon her 
father, she was assiduously trained to refuse in the court to 
come to me. Sir Matthew Sausse was the judge be ‘ore 
whoin the inquiry was made, and I was given half-g7.-hour 
to persnade her, but she would not censent. Whea we 
came ont of the chambers, my solicitor repeated this Scrip- 
tural passage to me for my comfort, “ Tf the unbelieving 
depart, let him depart.” I had to expend about 200 rupees 
on this suit. This amount | had obtained by the sale. of 
my “ Story of Yamuna,” which describes the sufferings of 
Hindu widows. f 

Three years later (in 1860), I was married to a Christian 
wife. Two years afterwards my first wife suddenly appeared 
at the house of a dear Christian brother, the Rev. G. 2. 
Navalkar, where | had put up in Bombay, as I then gene»-2~ 
ly resided at Poona. She insisted upon my taking her back, 
as she declared that her brother and others who protected 
her were dead, and she was free to come to me. I told her 
it was impossible for me now to recognise the old relutiun- 
ship, as I could not, according to my religion, have two 
wives. As she was most persistent, [ asked her to come 
the uext day, when I might be able to decide the matter. 
She came the next day, and my dear Christian brother, 
the Rev. Dhanjibhai Nauroji and myself told her that she 
could not now look upon me as her husband, as | had another 
wife, but that, if she chose, she might come and live in some 
Christian. family, and J would support her, and educate 
her for some useful work, and if she chose afterwards to 
embrace Christianity and marry, she would be at perfect 
liberty to do so. But she would not consent to this 
arrangement. After a long interview she left us, evidently 
very sorrowful, She is now dead. Her surviving rela- 
tions have long since been reconciled to me, and frequently 
visit me. * 
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CHAPTER XIX. 
IN BELGAUM, AFTER MY BAPTISM. 


I :wep in Mr. Taylor’s family for three months, and the 
members of it were most kind to me. I improved both in 
body and mind. Faith was confirmed and invigorated. 
Indeed, the young Christian convert is like a tender plant, 
which requires the utmost care of the husbandman. Some 
words which I heard Dr. Murray Mitchell quote in his class 
from . wehbishop Leighton dwelt. continually in my memory, 
and in ny own experience I found them to be most true. 
They are these :—“ ‘The grace of God in the heart of man 
is a tender plant in a strange unkindly soil, and therefore 
cannot well prosper and grow without much care and pains, 
ana that ofa skilful hand, which hath the art of cherishing 
it.’ The living, personal illustration of Christian graces, 
as every day seen in the life of Mr. Taylor and his excel- 
lent lady, was most useful to me; my spiritual life took a 
turn from it. Mr. Taylov’s prayers were most precious. 
He would pray for bis children and grandchildren by 
name; and while praying for an additional measure ot 
grace to those who were walking in the puth of duty, he 
earnestly pleaded for those who had not surrendered their 
souls to the Saviour. Once he read to me a letter which 
he had received from a grandson of his who had been con- 
verted at college, and he expressed the greatest pleasure 
and thonkfulness, How exultingly he breathed his grate- 
ful praises at the family altar! This grandson, the Hon. 
Justice H. Birdwood, has since become a most consistent 
Christian and an ornament to the Church. Once I hada 
slight attack of illness, and Mr.. Taylor was most tender in 
his sympathy and help. In short, he acted towards me 
like a kind and tender parent, and thus comforted Christ’s 
little one who had been-orphaned for the Saviour’s sake. 

I was also much benefited by my intercourse with Mr. 
and Mrs. Beynon and the native Christians of Belgaum. 
Some of tke latter were earnest. men, glorifying the Saviour 
in their lives, and they proved the truth of the bundredfold 
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return which the Lord has promised to those who renounce - 
the world for His name’s sake. These dear brethren, too, 
had suffered the loss of all things for the Master ; and yet 
how humble and patient they were, living in spiri‘ ual 
liberty and mutual love! : 


epee. 


CHAPTER XX. 
RETURN TO STUDY IN BOMBAY. 


I pesrrep to qualify myself for future usefuluess in the 
service of the Lurd, who had redeemed me; and as there 
were no suitable arrangements existing at Belgaum in 
the London Mission for acquiring this fitness, I resolveu, 
with my father’s permission, to go to Bombay. It was 
hard for my poor mother to consent to the separatiou; she 
declared that though I was a Christian, she would like me to 
be near her. But she did not understand how injurious to 
her and to me such proximity must be. She lamented my 
baptism every time she saw me, and it pained me to see 
her fret. Before I left Belgaum, I had goue to live in my 
father’s house, where I had been given a separate room. 
My dear mother snpplied me with all requisites for the 
journey, and sent me in the family conveyance as far as 
the seaport where [ was to embark for Bombay. I was 
algo provided with 4 handsome sum as pocket-money. Mr. 
‘Taylor manifested all a parent’s tenderness at parting. 
He pressed me to his heart and wept, and gave me 
his parental benediction in most touching words, The 
prayer was long and impressive. My dear parents and all 
the other members of the family, together with the .do- 
inestics, came with me beyond the limits of the town; and 
when I urged them to return, they. one and all, pressed me. 
to go back with them. ‘his was another time of intense 
suffering ; it was hard to tear myself from them. Young 
and old implored me earnestly to go back with them. God 
apheld me, and my resolution was not shaken. -[ there and 
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then. openly prayed for all of them, and then bade them 
farewell. 

On board the steamer on which £ got at Vingorla I had 
the congenial society of a Parsi gentleman and his soo, who 
havjug learnt that | was a Christian, asked me to eat with 
them. Some Roman Catholic traders were equally hoxpit- 
able and triend'y. Nene of them wonld take remuneration 
for their hospitality ; but I handed to the son of the Parsi 
merchant the sweets that my mother had given me. In this 
journey I experienced the truth of the words, “ The Lord 
is ‘m7 shepherd; I shall not want. He prepareth a table 
for m3 in the presence of my enemies.” 

T met a cordial reception from all the members of the 
Mission. Myr. Nesbit, who could not personally welcome 
ie, as he was busy in preparing for the public service, that 
vey being Sunday, sent me the following note :— 

“My dear Baba, with much joy and thankfulness I wel- 
come you to Bombay, May our intercourse be abundantly 
blessed, and greatly profitable to you and to us! Since 
hearing of your arrival, | have been preparing to preach, 
and I go to service xt the jail; otherwise I should have 
come to see you.” 

T put up with Mr. Narayan Sheshadri, who was formerly 
my teacher, and now my Christian brother. It was a most 
happy circumstance that I first of all lived in this good 
brother’s family ; and my father also was greatly pleased. 
Not only were all my bodily wants most carefully supplied, 
but I had the beautiful example of Christian life ever 
before me. 


— 


CHAPTER XXT. 
KIND FEELINGS OF MY RELATIVES AND FRIENDS. 


THERE are many people who imagine that the man who 
embraces Christianity becomes quite estranged from his 
own people; but itis not so. His Hindu relations for some 
time are annoyed and keep aioof from him, but generally 
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in conrse of time they become reconciled to him. Many of 
the offended relatives believe in destiny, and -regard the 
convert’s adoption of Christianity axa thing decreed by 
God, so that he is not responsible for his proceedi: gs. 
Bunt. there are a few others who take a higner view cf the 
matter, and declare that he has not done anything wrong ; 
he hax not committed theft or any other immorality. and 
therefore he is not to be condemned. He bas simply erred, 
if he hus erred, in sentiment. ‘They think that, like ascetics, 
who renounce the pleasures and the worrying duties of 
life and take to a life uf poveriy and celibacy from relietcas 
motives, so the Christian convert has renounced his or ginal 
faith to follow another which he considers better. Reasoning 
in this way, non-Christian relations come to satisfy their 
minds, 

My father took this view of my case, and continued ty 
regard me with affection. Any improvement that took 
place in my circumstances cheered him, and when [ was 
ordained a minister of the Gospel, he felt quite proud. I 
twice visited him afterwards at Belgaum, and though I 
lived in a separate house, still he spoke of me with pride to 
his riends and acquaintances, He gave me free permission 
to pray and read the Bible with the members of his family. 
He took great cnre not to offend my religions principles, 
and had a tender regard for my conscientious scruples. 
When once travelling with him, he halted on two Sabbaths, 
as it was against my religion to work on those days, and 
did not grndge to pay extra hire to the cart-drivers. 
When we halted at any place for our meals, he would not 
disturb me when engaged in prayer, but would wait till my 
exercises were over, On Sunday be did not talk with me 
on secular matters. He sent me 100 rupees on the occasion 
of my Christian marriage, and offered to support my Hindu 
wife, if she went and lived with them. 1 also was helped 
by God to act towards him as a dutiul son; and he was 
convinced that our religion isa holy religion, faith in which 
exalts and purifies mun’s nature. And he believed also 
that Christian prayer is very powerful. - 

My uncle, who was at first much offended, hecame also 
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recouciled to me; and when I lived at Poona, where he was. 
now employed, he came often to see me, and invited me and 
my wife to an entertainment in honour of my recent marri- 
agi A few of his Hindn friends also were present on the- 
occasion. I was forbidden to see my sisters, who lived in 
Bomoay, by their husbands and other relations. Gradually, 
however, I wes freely received into their houses, and 
kindly entertained. A great many of the people of my 
caste showed the same liberal feelings. My other Hindu 
friends—especially my college companions—showed a 
langeness of mind and heart that was most praiseworthy ;. 
and ome of them manifested quite a fraternal affection. 
My change of religion did not in any way abate their- 
friendship and regard.* 

* In conclusion, I beg to observe that this detailed account 
of-mny early life has not been written to gratify any literary 
or historical curiosity on the part of my readers, but soiely 
that they may see the wouderful way in which God in His 
yoodness “ delivered me from the power of darkness, and 
translated me inte the kingdom of His dear Son.” My 
Christian brethren will not fail to observe in all this, God’s 
great inercy and benevolence, and they will join with me 
in laying humbly at His feet heartfelt offerings of love and 
praise. My non-Christian countrymen will see how great 
18 the power of Christianity in changing the heart of sinful 
man; how Christian trath, when once it becomes influ- 
ential in the mind, renovates and sanctifies it, whatever 
may have been its original condition, and crowns feeble 





* With regard to the feeling of the Hindus, Mr. Nesbit wrote as fol- 
lowa :~-" His native friends have shown nothing but respect. Indeed the 
native newspapers either hold a respectful silence, or give a respectful 
notice. His character was so high before his buptism that they dare not 
touch it now.” 

A short time afterwards Mr. Nesbit wrote thus: “ The conversion and 
baptism of Haba Padman;’ has had, 1 think, a quickening influence on the 
natives of thia city and elsewhere. Happily, Parsis are coming forward 
as wellas other natives. If that section of the inhabitants of Weatern 


India were to a considerable extent converted, they woold, through Divine- . 


grace, exert a mighty influence on the whole population.” Most true; but 
aa yet this i.tereating people seem content when they can more and more 
refine their creed into a svratem of mere theism .”—Edit. 
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man with superhuman power to overcome the greatest 
obstacles in the path of duty. Those who only appreciate 
intellectually the worth of Jesus, and have not offered Him 
their hearts, cannot experience the peace and power whith 
He bestows ; and such of my dear friends aomay have only 
head-religion and mere intellectual convictions, must seek 
something deeper and more substantial, otherwise they will! 
not be benefited by the Saviour. And the Saviour is ever 
ready to impart His choicest blessings to every earnest 
suppliant. He emphatically declares,“ Him that cometh 
unto me | will in uo wise cast out.” The truth of th+s 
declaration will be found demonstrated by many acts 
vecorded in this book. 

Am I not a happy man ? Yes, a most blessed man, iv 
spite of my imperfect obedience and feeble resolutions. 
Who will deny it who knows and understands the value «f 
these blessings—the forgiveness of sin, a heart that can 
overcome sin, the power of doing right and serving God, 
and eternal blessedness after death? Even now } have 
Christ, and intimate communion with Him, who is the 
fonntain of all trne happiness. 

“ Unto Him that loved us and washed us from onr sins 
in His own blood, and hath made us kings and priests unto 
God and His Father, to Him be glory and dominion for 
ever and ever. Amen.” (Rev. i. 5, 6.) 


APPENDIX. 


A. 


BRIEF SKETCH OF MY WORK FROM 
1854 10 1889.* 


Ari. my baptism in 1854 at Belgaum I returned to Bombay ; 
but, .2fore I did so, my father asked me to write a book in 
Marathi stating the reasons for my embracing Christianity. I 
complied with his desire. and wrote in two months’ time my 
‘lyst Christian work. It was entitled “ A Comparison of Hin- 
drism and Christianity.” 

In Bombay I resumed my work as a teacher and a student in 
tho Institution. I was soon enrolled asa divinity student, but 
ill-health obliged me to give up all study, and 1 went to reside 
at Poona in 1860, Here 1 was married, and remained for 
sixteen years. For some time I was engaged as a teacher in 
connection with the Free Church Mission of Poona. In 1867 
I was ordained pastor of the native congregation belonging to 
the Mission. In 18731 had to give up this work owing to a 
difference in ecclesiastical matters, and for three yenrs I was 
occupied in the work of book-writing. The works I prepared 
at this time were chiefly two dictionaries—one being Marathi- 
English, an abridgment of Molesworth’s elaborate work, and 
the other Fnglish-Marathi, an abridgment of Candy’s valuable 
dictionary. I also prepared commentaries on the Book of 
Genesis and the New Testament. J also prepared several books 
for the Christian Vernacular Education Society. 

I twice visited my father at Belgaum, the place of my first 
and second birth. Once I did so to get him out of official difficul- 
ties. I sneceeded, by the help of God, in getting him restored to 
‘the post from which he had been dismissed. This had been entirely 
through misrepresentations. But the Lord had mercy on him; 
he was not only honouranly restored to his office, but fully pen- 
sioned. My helping him in the time of his great tria: made a 





* Mr. Pacmanji has kindly, at our xequest, supplied for this edition this 
vapid sketch «f his employments since his baptiam.—£dit. 
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deep impression upon his mind, and convinced. him of the bene- 
volent character of Christianity. He became very <ractable, 
and listened with serious attention to my teaching. I was with 
him at the time of his death, which took place in Poona in 1°74. 
He allowed me to pray while he was passiny away, ana he 
showed by outward signs that he departed in faith. 

In 1877 I had a call for work both from the Bible Soviety and 
the Tract Society of Bombay, which I accepted. Iam atillin 
connection with the Bible Society. My work is to carry through 
the press the editions of the Marathi Bible, and of separate 
portions of it. I prepared for this Society an edition of the 
Marathi Bible with revised paragraphs and headings ; I *~. "a 
member of the Translation Committee of this Society My 
work in connection with the Tract Society was to write original 
tracts and books, make translations of English works, revise and 
carry through the press new editions of old tracts and books, an¢ 
editiona of new ones accepted by the Society for publication: . 

In 1888 the Tract Society dispensed with my services for 
veasons given in the letter given below.* Since that time I 
have been engaged in literary work on my own account, such as 
revising and reprinting my dictionaries and composing some 
new books. I write very often for the Daydnodayx articles on 
religion, defending Christianity from the attacks of nou-Christian 
writers. I preach occasionally in the native churches in Bom. 
bay belonging to the American Board, the Episcopal Methodist, 
and the Free Church Missions. 





* My DFAR “Mx. “Bawa PADMANsT, —The Committee of the Bombay ‘Tract 
and Book Society are very unwilling that you or any one else should infer 
from the proposed action regarding the editorship, that they have not a 
high estimate of the services you have rendered the Society. There can 
be no question that your services are very vainable--too valuable to be 
measured by any pecuniary stipend. Your pen is consecrated to the Lord 
Jesus, and will doubtless be employed in His caase while God shall give 
you strength, 

But in the presence of a large indebtedness, the Committee have found 
themselves necessitated to reduce expenditure by suspeuding in a measure 
vernacular printing; and as your relation to the Society as a Marathi 
editor rung parallel with vernacular printing, they thought it advisable at 
this juncture to entertain the thought of relic sing you from the editor- 
ship. 

At the request of the Committee and in tneir name [ address you, and. 
am, my Cear Baba, yours very faithfully, 

(Signed) Gro. Bowen, 
Bompar, January 11, 1888. eo 
He was re-appointed when funds improved ~ 
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APPENDIX. 


B. 


LIST OF TRACTS AND BOOKS COMPOSED 
BY MR. BABA PADMANJL 


T-—Published by the Tract aud Book Society of Bombay. 


. Prize Essay on Female Education. 

- Prize Hssay on Hindu Festivals. 

. Atmardmpant and the Angel of Death. 

Comparison of Hinduism and Christianity. 3 pp. L2mo. 
Comparison of Krishna aud Christ. 

Comparison of Hinda and Christian Life. 

What is in the Veda ¥ 

. What is in the Satya Veda? (ic., trne Veda.) Part 1. 
What is in the Satya Veda? Part II. 

Commentary on the Book of Genesis. pp. 250. (Z'ransl.) 
Annotated New Testament. 1455 pp. (Partly translated, 


partly compiled.) 
12. Garland of Christian Doctrines. 108 pp. 12mo. 


13, 
14. 
1b. 
16, 
17. 


Manual of Christian Duties. 85 pp. 

Daybreak in Great Britain. 125 pp. (Z’ransi.) 

Manual of Hinduism. Part L.* 

Manual of Hinduism. Part IL. 

Heaven; as it is described in the Hindu and Christian 


‘Scriptures. 
18. Life of Christ. 383 pp. 8vo. (Compiled. ) 
19. Select Sermons. 214 pp. (Transl.) 


20. 
21. 
22. 
23. 


Beatitudes of the Kingdom.t 260 pp. (Transl.) 
Dialogue on Idolatry. 100 pp. 

A Few Discriminative Thoughts on Caste. 72 pp. 
Examination of the Claims ot Deism. 180 pp. 


24. The Opening of the Prison. ( Transl.) 


25. 
26. 


Ron: 


Doubts Resolved, (Transt.) 
Narandyak : a Story Based on the Parable of the Prodigal 


91 PP. 





ie Although the language in which it is written is hardly kncwn ont of 
India, this valuable work has attracted the notice of some Oriental scholars 
in Europe. ~ It ought to be translated into English— Edit. 

+ Translition of a work by Principal Dykes. 
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27. Philosophy of the Plan of Salvation, 152 pp. (Zranel.) 
: Pilgrimage to Nasik. : 
. ‘The Sins of onr Holy Things borne by Christ. (J'ransl.) 
0. The god Ganpari. - 
. Pilgrimage to Pandharpiir. 
32, Wanderings of Yamunabai; or Narrative of Hindu Witow 
Life. 167 pp. 2nd edition. . 

33. Arunodaya (Antobiography of Baba Padmunji). 411 

. avo. 
34. Richard Baxter, A Lecture. 23 pp. 





W.—Published hy the Anuthar. 


35, Sahitya Shatak; or One Hundred Helps. (Quotations 
from various Hindu writers). 

36, Compendiam cf Molesworth's Marathi-Hnglish Dictionary 
620 pp. Bvo, 4th edition, 

37, Compendiom of Candy's English-Marathi Dictionary. 
604 pp, Srd edition 

38. Shabda Ratnavali, (Drawn upon the same plan ax Roget's 
Thesaurus.) 

39. Difficulties of Indian Authors. 

40. Evils of Licentiousness. 

+L, The Commanicant’s Companion.  (Z'ransl.) 

42. The Watchman’s Voice. (Trausl.) (A work designed 
to bring the claims of Christianity before the minds of the Jews 
Written in English by a Jewish convert of the Mission.) 

43. Address to the Inhabitants of Purandar Zilla. (Transl.) 
(This refers to the missionary life of a devoted Missionary, the 
Rev. Adam White, the last years of whose life were spent among 
the people of the Purandhar Zilla.) 


I. —Prepared jor the Christian Vernaculur Education Society. 


44-46. Reading Books If., TV., and Sequel to Book III. 
(Pransl.) 

47, 43. Hints on Edueation. Parts I and II. 

49. A Short History of Mabairashtra. 

50. India in Vedie Times.* (Tran.” ) 

51. Reading Books for Girls. 





* This, I believe, is the translation of a little treatise by-Dr. Wilson. 
—Edit, 3 
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1V.—Prblished by the Dakshind Prize Committee. 


52. Niband Mnili. © (A Series of Essays, original and 
trad aslated.) 
‘dd. Hindu Domestic Reform. 


V.— Periodicals. 


54-65. Satya Dipika (Lamp of Truth.) 12 vols. (Edited for 
the Christian Vernacular Education Society.) 

68-70, Satya Dipikaé. (Hnlarged size. 5 vols.) (Published 
by 2" author.) 

71-72. Satya Wadi. 2 vola. (Published bi the author.) 

73. Kutumbmitra (Family Friend). A monthly publication 
for the Tract and Book Society. 2 vols. 


. 
THE SHAKTA WORSHIP. 


The worship referred to on p. 4 is the most lamentable of all 
the strange delusions of Hinduism. Orthodox Hinduism rests 
on the “eternal” Vedas; along with which it usually classes. the 
six philosophical schools and the eighteen Puranas as fally 
authoritative. But there are later writings, called Tantras, 
which run into the wildest mysticism and magic. They incnl- 
cate the worship of the wives of the deities—the female deity 
being called the shakti—literally, the power of the god. Some 
of the Tantras are simply dark as midnight —incomprehensible. 
But the ‘left hand” section of them is characterised by fright- 
ful, almost inconceivable, immorality. We need not dwell on 
this dreadful subject. Even the brief reference given to it ou 
p. 4 will indicate to the thoughtful reader a moral abyss into 
which he will hardly care to look. i 





* The word Dakshin? reans money given to Brahmens. Large sums 
were annually disbursed at Poona by the later Maratha sovereigns to the 
Brahinans simply as Brahn-ins. Under the British rule part of this 
money has been handed over to a Committee—called the Daksh’nd Prize 
Committes—which has for its object the encouragement of native 
anthorship.- Some valuable books. have been published under its 
patronage — Edit, 


AcPENDIX 97. 


In connection with this system it is very remarkable that 
many who profess in public to be crthodox Hindue violate in 
their secret assemblies the most distinctive precepts of Hinduism, 
aud this, it would appear, without any qualms of consciance. 
They boast of being truly enlightened, and -those who a.e not 
initiated into the dreadful Shikta mysteries are desir cated 
“ beasts.”"— Bit. a 


b. 


SHOULD MISSIONARIKS BE MARRIED! 

In a letter recently received, Mr. Padmanji takes occasion 
to express his strong convictions on a question which has been. 
aw good deal canvassed of late. After speaking of the mother! 
affection which was shown him from the very outset bj the 
wives of the Missionaries. Mr. Padmanji goes on to say :— 

“Such were Mrs. Nesbit, Mrs. Wilson, and Mrs. Murray 
Mitchell. I have: not the slightest hesitation in saying that 
India requires married missionaries—men whose wives are 
filled with the spirit of the Master, serving Him in His people, 
especially His little ones, newly born, newly converted. They 
are wost useful in building ap the Church, and also in inviting 
those without to enter into the fold of the Lord.”—Edit. 





EN“LISH PUBLICATIUNS FOR INDIAN 
_ READERS. 
Papers (n Indian Reform. 


This is a Serfes of Papers treating of the great questions 
connscted with Indian progress—material and moral. 


™~ Socrat Rerorm. 


On Dectston or Cuaracter and Moras, Couracz. 8vo. 
56 pp. 14 As. Post-free, 2 As. 

A reprint of Foster’s colebrated Essay, with some remarks on its 
application to India. 

Sanitary Rerorm mx Inpra. 55 pp. 2 As. Post-free, 24 As. 

“Iocw lakhs of Lives may be saved every year, and crores of cases of 
Sicknes-nrevented : Precantions against Fever, Cholera, Diabetes, &c. 

Is Inpra secominc Poorgr or Ricner? Wirn Remepies 
oR THE Existine Poverty. 8vo. 82 pp. 2} As. Post-free, 
ovAs. 

~Lhe prevailing idea with regard to the increasing poverty of India 
shown to be incorrect, ant the trae means of promoting its wealth 
explained. 

Desr anp THe Riaur Use or Money. 8vo. 32 pp. 1 An. 

Prevalence of Debt in India; its Causeg; Evils ; how to get out of it; 
with Franklin’s Way to Wealth, &e. 

Purity Rerorm., 8vo. 32 pp. 1 Anna. 

Caste. 8vo. 66 pp. 2 As. Post-free, 2} As. 

Supposed and real origin of Caste; Laws of Caste according to Manu ; 
its Effects ; Duty with regard to it. 

Tus Women or INDIA AND WHAT CAN BE DONE FOR THEM. 
8vo.4 As. Post-free, 5} As. 

Women iu Hindn literature; Female Education; Marriage Customs; 
Widow Marriage; means to be adopted to raise the position of Women. 


THE ABOVE COMPLETE IN ONE VOLUME, 1 Rupee. 








Renigiovs Rerorm. 
Porutar Hinpursm. 96 pp. 24 As. Post-free, 34 Annas. 


Review of the Hinduism of the Kpic Poems and Puranas, &c. ; Rites 
and Observances; Effects of Hinduism, and Suggested Reforms. 
Pamosopaic Hinpuism. 72 pp. 2$ As. Post-free, 3 As. 
The Upaniahads; the Six Schools of Hindu Philosophy; the Minor 
Schools; Doctrines of Phil sophie Hinduism ; the Bhagavad Gita; Canses 
_--of the Failure of Hindu Philosapby; &c. 
-Vepic Hinpuisu. 100 pp.3 As. Post-free, 4 As. 
Divisions of the Vedas; Hindu accounts of their Origin ; Sociai Life in 
~~XKedie Times; the Gods of the Vedas; the Offerings and Sacrifices of the 
Votes ; Specimens of Rig-Veds Hymna? Extracts from the Brahmanas &c. 


ENGLISH PUBLICATIONS. be 


: ec 
Tur BranMa Samas, AND OTHER Mopern Ecictic Rewiaious 

Systems. 108 pp. 3 As. Post-frre, 4 As. ‘ 
Caristianity Exetamep ro A HP po: ox, THe Doctrines ~ 

or Curistiantry and Hinpuism Comparep. 60 pp. ? As. 


THE ABOVE COMPLETE IN one voLUM, 1 Rupee. — 


'Testrmonius or Great Men To ‘ae Brete AND Caristi- 
anity. 8vo. 45 pp. 14 As. Post-free, 2 As. re 

How vas Prope or Ancient Evrore pecame Caristians, 
ano tHE Forore Rexicion or Inpia. 8vo. 48 pp. 14 As. 
Post-free, 2 As. 


Pice Papers on Indian Reform. ; Anna Ear? 


Some are original ; others are abridged from the foregoing for popular 
use, 
1. Love or Hoarpina anp JEWELRY, 
2. MARRIAGE AND SHRADDHA Expenses 
3. Supposep any Reat Causes or Disrase. 
4. Parriorism: Fatse anp Tror. 
5. Management or Inpan's. 
6. Der, anp How vo Gur out oF rt. 
7. Tux Purvat; or, rae Sscuuston or Inpran Women. 
8. Caste: rts Oriain AnD Krrects. 
9. AsrRoLoay 
10. Waar Has tie Batrish Goversment pong For Inpta. 
11. Wao wrote tue Vepas ? 
12, Manava-Duarma Sasrna. 
13. ‘Tue Bacavap Gita. 
14. Tus Screncs or rHe Hinpu Sasrras. 
15... Fevers: rari Causes, TREATMENT, AND PREVENTION. 
16. Cuonera anD Bowen Compsarnts. 
17, Anmman Worsate. 
18. Harty Marviace ; irs Evins, axp Sucaestep Rerorms. 
19. “Dury ro a Wire. 
20. Tue Fruits or Hinpttsm. : 
21.. Inpiaw Wipows, AND WHAT S~OULD BE Done FoR THEM a 
22. “Tue ADVANTAGES oF Femane Epucation. - 
23. Hinpv anp Curistian Worante Comparen. — 
24, Hinpv Prncroaags. 





400 ENGLISH PUBLICATIONS. 


A 


} Anna Eacu, 


Cheap Reprints if “Present Day Tracts.’ 


Ta+ Hinpc Rezraton: a Sxerca anp a Conrrast. 8vo. 
43 p> 

Tue Rise ayy Deciive or Ista. 8vo. 43 pp. 

Tax-Existence ayy Cuanacrer or (rop. 8vo. 35 pp. 

Taz Aparrarion or Bre.s Reuaion to roe Negsps anp 
Nature or Man. 8vo. 33 pp. 

Tae Witness or Man’s Morat Narure to CHRISTIANITY. 


8v0, 25 pp. 

Tae “wrist or tHe Goseets: A Reuicious Srupy,  &vo. ‘ 
27 pp. 
- The above complete in one voliune, half cloth. 6 Annas, Nef. 


THE ANNA LIBRARY, ! Anna, each. 
Mostly with Numerous Illustrations, 


Inpian Faptes, 48 pp. 

Picrures anp Srorizs or Winv Beasts. 48 pp. 

Pictures anp Srortes or Birps. 48 pp. 

Picture Srories rrom Enatisa History. 48 pp. 

Prorore Srortys ov tas Ancient Geeuxs. 48 pp. 
Cuorce Prvrures anp Stories. 48 pp. 

Picrures AND Stories ror ray Younc. 48 pp. 

Picture Fapees. 48 pp. 

AsrKonomy ann Astroogy. 48 pp. 

Buppaa and His Retiaitox, 60 pp. 

Tae Ayan any Lavy. By Mus. Saerwoon. 

Lire or Dr. Durr, py A. L. 0. BE. 56 pp. 

Tae Wonpekrut House I Liver. 48 pp. 

Ios ov tue Karri: Axctent ann Mopgrn. 48 pp. 
Buenine Moonrains, Earruquakes, AND orHER Wonvers. 
Proverns vrom East anp West. 48 pp. 

Genera, GarvieLp, Prestvenr ov roe Unrrepn Srares, 
L pp. s 
Negsima, THE TRUE Pareior or Javan. 48 pp. 

Suory Papsrs vor Sxexers arren Trurn. 12mo. 112 pp. 
“Sowr Pavers ror Youna Mer. 12mo. 104 pp. 
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Series for Parents. 
Cuupuirte, 12mo. 36 pp. 1 Anna. Post-free, 14 As. 


How to have safe delivery, and strong, healthy children. 
‘Tue Heatran or Curpren. 12mo. 106 pp. 2 As. 
Management of Iufancy ; Health : clic Diseases of Children, Accidents, 
short notices of the most useful Medicines, a io 
Tae Tramine or Compren. 12mo. 94 pp. 2 As. Post- 
free, 24 As. p 
How to train children to be inteNigent, obedient, trathful, industrious, 


orderly &c, showing how to prepare them both for this world and the 
next, 


Publications for Indian Students and Teachers. 


Senect Convocation Appresses, delivered to Graduater 
of the Madras University. 8vo. 231 pp. Stiff coves. 
8 As.; Half bound in cloth, 12 As. Full bound in cloth 
with gilt title, 1 Re. Post-free. ; 

‘The volume contuius 15 addresses, commencing in 1859, and including 
all the most recent, Some of the most distinguishod men in South India 
during the last 30 years took part in the Series. Many very usefnl hints 
to young men entering upon the baitle of life in any part of India will he 
found in the collection. 

Tax Inpian Srupenr’s Manuav. 12mo. 352 pp. 8 As. 
Post-free, 9 As. 

Hints on Studies, Examinations, Moral Conduct, Religious Duties, and 
Success in Life. 

Tue Responsisiiities or Srupents, 8vo, 32 pp. 4 Auna, 

A Lecture by N. G. Chandavarker, Esq., B.a., B.D. 

How ro Pass Examwations. 8vo. 29 pp. $ Anna. 

Advice to students about University Examination, with an account of 
2 yreat exumination which all must pass. 

Prayers vor Sruvents anp Orners. 18mo. 36 pp. } Anna, 

Tur Scuoon-Boy. 16mo. 45 pp. # Anna. 

Advice to school-hoys about their lessons, general conduct, and duty 
to God, 

Inpian Tracuer’s Manuan. 12mo. 3.5 pp. 10 As. Post- 
free, 114 As. : 

Dire‘tions about School Management, the teaching of English and ee 
Vernacalars, preparing for Examiuations, &e. It is also shown how the 
teacher may aid Social Reform, and otherwise promote the wefate of the” 
people. Pall @etails abort Religious Instraction. “i 


102 ENGLISA PUBLICATIONS. 
a : 


14 Annas Eacu. 


In.usrratep,Storixs’ ‘rom History. 4to. 40 pp., Post-free, 
2fs. 
Interesting StCries trom the history of different countries, with a 
num. er of pictures. _ 
Civinization, ANCIENT aND Movern, Comparep; with 
Remarks on THe Srepy or Sanskerr. 8vo. 48 pp 1 An. 
Srorigs rrom-Waxiy Curistian Hisrory. 4to. 28 pp. 


Stories rrom Makty British History. 4to. 40 pp. 
An account of the progress of Civilization in carly Britain, and how 
thO>~ople became Christians. 
Trsventina ry Lanp, on Sea, AND THROUGH THE AtR. 4to. 
18 pp. 
Various modes of travelling in different parts of the world, with 
“~umerous illustrative woodcuts 
~— ements or Cartstian Trutu. 12mo. 71 pp. 
Lectures, by the Rev. Dr. Murray Mitchell, delivered to educated 
Hindus, 


Busaneiy’s Caanacrer or Jesus. 18mo. 92 pp. 
By a good American writer, with notes, by the Rev. T, E. Slater 
Famous Cnitpren or Lona Aco. Stories of Bible Child- 
ren. 64 pp. 
Story or vay First Curistian Misstonary ro Europe. 
66 pp. 
2 Annas Eaca. 


Zenana Series. 


Prorures or Enciish Home Lire. 80. 80 pp. 
Emsiems anp Stories ror Women. 8vo. 90 pp. 


Miscellaneous. 


Tur Two Pitcrins to Kasnt anp oTHEr Srories, By 
A. L, 0. E. 96 pp. 
Jac Since, vHe Brave Siku, anp oTHeR Srorigs, BY 
AL, O. E. 92 pp. 
Tae Wonperror MepicinE aND OTHER SvroriEs, by 
A. LL. O. E. 8vo. 67 py- 2 
Pictur Srorizs or Great Men. 4to. 48 pp. . 
j~__ Tue, Inrivence or Crrisi’s Reiicion ox Hisrory. 8vo. 
= -hy the Rey. T. E. Slatar. 
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23 ANNAS EACH AND UPWARDS: 


ARABIA AND ITS Propuet. 4to. 64 pp. 


An account of the Arabs, with descriptions of Jedd™h, Mecea, Medina ; 
the History of Muhammad and the early Khalifs; the Koran, Mr“sum 
Doctrines, Sects, Prayers, Pilgrimages, &e., with numerous illustrations. 


Pictures or Cuina and 11s Prorie. to. 56 pp. 


Extent, History, Manners and Customs of the People; Schools, Bxam- 
inations; Industries; Travelling ; Language and Literature ; Government, 
Religions ; India und China compared ; with G4 Listrations. 





—_ 
Javan: THR Lanp or THE Ristne Sun. to. 68 pp. 24 As. 
Post-free, 3 As. 
With 49 illustrations. An interesting description of this beautifal 
_oonttry, and an account of the remarkable changes which have taker” 
place in it. Lone 
Prcrure Svories or Nopis Women, 4to. 50 pp. 2h As. 
Post-free, 3 As. 
Accounts of Cornelia, Agrippina, Padmani of Chittore, Lady Jane 


“Grey, Ahaliya Bai, Mrs. Fry, Princess Alice, Miss Carpenter, Maharani 
Surnomayi, Pandita Ramabai, Miss Nightingale, and Lady Dufferin. 


Tae Queen-Eueress or Inpia anv Her Famuy. 43 pp. 
3 As. Post-free, 34 As. : 

“Her early life; marriage; widowhood; children; progress in India 
curing her reign ; traits of character and lessons from her life. With 27 
illustrations and a coloured portrait of the Empress. | 


Anaio-Inpiaxn Worrntes: By Henry Morris, Madras, 
C.S. Retired. 8vo. 160 pp. 4 Annas. Full cloth, gilt title, 
10 As. 

Lives of Sir Thomas Munro, Sir John Malcolm, Lord Metcalfe, 


Mountatuart Elphinstone, James Thomason, Sir Henry Lawrence, Sir James 
‘Ontram, Sir Donald Macleod, and Sir Bartle Frere, with portraits. 


Emtnent Frrenps or Man, or, Lives or DistinavisaED 
PHILANTHROPISTS. S8vo. 158 pp. 4 As Post-free, 5 As. 
Rull “loth, gilt title, 10 As. = 

- Ske-shes of Howard, Oberlin, Granville Sharp, Clarkson, Wilberforce~ 
Buxton, Pounds, Davies of Devanden, George Moore, Montefiore, Livest y, 


the Rarl of Shaftesbury, and Father Damien ; with remarks on what might. 
be done in Indja. a, 7 ° 
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Descriptions of India and England. 


PrororraL Tour roysp Txpra. Imperial 8vo. 116 pp. 
6 As. Post-free, 74 As. ; 


‘An imaginary tour round India, with visits to Nepal and Cashinere, 
dexeribing the prvacipal cities and other objects of interest. With 91 
Woo cents Nustrative. of the Himalayas, Calentta, Benares, Agra, Delhi,, 
Bombay, Madras, &c. 

Tax Princivan Narions or Inpia. 8vo. 160 pp. 4 As. 
Post-free, 5 As. Full cloth, with gilt title, 10 As. 

An acconnt of 42 Nations and ‘Tribes of India, with specimens of some 
of their languages, and 55 Illustrations, 

—~Tie Navive Srares or Inpia and THER Princes; WITH 


NowcES OF soME IMPORTANT Zeminvars. 4to, 100° pp. 5 


Annas. Post-free, 6 As. 
_ 157 States ave descritied. and 32 portraits are given. The little book ” 
savill help to enable Tndians to understand the vast extent of their country, 
an'wliat is being done for its improvement. . 
“~~ Surwa AND THE Burmese. 4to. 54 pp. 24 As. Post-free, 


3 As. 
Picrortan Tous rounp Enctanp. Royal Quarto. 56 pp. 


6 As. Post-free, 74 As. j 
; Progress. 

This is a Monthly Illustrated Periodical for the educated’ 
classes in India and Ceylon. The subscription is only 
8 As. a year ; with postage 14 As. Three copies may be 
sent for $ anna postage. 

The Periodical is specially recommended to ‘Tuacnurs. 
It would give new ideas to their pupils, while the page 
for students would be very useful to those preparing for 
examinations. 


Orders to be addressed to Mr. A. T. Scort, Tract 
Depét, Madras. 
Educational Catalogue. 
A Catalogue of English School Books, specially adapted 
to India, will be forwarded by Mr. A. T. Scorr, on applica-~ 


tion. ac é : 
- Apply to Mr. A. T. Suorr, Tract Depét, Manras ; or~o'the 
Calcutta, Allahabad, Lucknéw, Jalfore, Bombay, Bangalore, 
“snd Colombo Book Depéts. . ~ 





